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406 MH z  PLB/ELT Re q uire m e nts  for Microligh t aircraft 

From  1 July 2008, all m icroligh t aircraft ope rating furth e r th an 10 nm  from  its  de parture  point, 
m us t carry, as  a m inim um  re q uire m e nt, a 406MH z pe rs onal locator be acon (PLB). Any 
m icroligh t aircraft fitte d w ith  a 406 MH z e m e rge ncy locator trans m itte r (ELT) w ill als o com ply 
w ith  th e  rule .

In th e  le ad up to th is  ne w  
re q uire m e nt for m icroligh t 
aircraft, RAANZ  e xe cutive  w e re  
involve d in th e  rule  m ak ing 
proce s s  w ith  CAA. Our e arlie r 
s ubm is s ions  note d th at in th e  
h is tory of m icroligh t aviation in 
NZ , no m icroligh t aircraft h ad 
e ve r be e n th e  caus e  of an official 
s e arch  and re s cue  ope ration. W e  
als o q ue s tione d th e  com puls ory 
com pone nt of carrying an ELB/ELT on m icroligh ts , noting th at an incre as ing num be r of our 
m e m be rs  alre ady did th is  voluntarily and th at m aybe  a s uitable  e ducation program  w ould be  
all th at w as  ne e de d to e ncourage  m ore  active  participation. At th e  ve ry le as t –  w e  s ubm itte d –  
ins e rt a claus e  to allow  all m icroligh t aircraft ope rating w ith in a 50nm  radius  from  bas e  to be  
e xe m pt from  th e  re q uire m e nt. Th is  w ould th e n incorporate  th e  re s triction of 50nm  alre ady 
place d on aircraft ope rating w ith  a Local Advance d pilot as  PIC. 
As  it h appe ne d, w e  only m ade  s m all gains  during th e  rule  m ak ing proce s s .  Th e  principal 
ne gotiate d ch ange  be ing an allow ance  for both  s ingle  and 2 s e ate r aircraft to be  e xe m pt from  
th e  rule , only if ope rating le s s  th an 10nm  from  bas e .

Now  I m us t adm it, I w as  originally one  of th e  s taunch e s t oppone nts  of th is  rule  applying to 
m icroligh t aircraft, s e e ing it as  jus t anoth e r e xam ple  of ‘Nanny State ’ inte rfe ring in our live s  
and im pos ing anoth e r e xpe ns ive , s o calle d fix on s om e th ing th at re ally w as  not brok e n at all. 
But, afte r le arning of th e  m any s ignificant advantage s  th at 406MH z te ch nology h as  ove r th e  
old 121.5MH z s ys te m  th at it re place s , I am  now  a ve ry s trong advocate  of th e  rule .  I w ill not 
go into th e  te ch nical re as ons  w h y th is  is  s o, as  th is  s tuff w ill be  e xplaine d e ls e w h e re  in th is  
is s ue . Suffice  to s ay I am  now  convince d th at, for a fe w  h undre d dollars , carrying a 406MH z 
PLB on your aircraft w ill be  th e  ve ry be s t s ingle  th ing th at you can do to e nh ance  your 
pe rs onal s afe ty in th e  e ve nt of a s e rious  proble m  h appe ning on your fligh t. I h ave  tos s e d m y 
old PLB out of TFB and place d an orde r for a ne w  Kannad XS3 GPS PLB. Activating th is  unit 
h as  th e  pote ntial for SAR h e adq uarte rs  to locate  m e  w ith in a 120 m e te r radius  and ins ide  10 

m inute s ! Now , h ow  re -as s uring is  th at?
Alm os t as  an adde d bonus  th e s e  ne w  
PLBs  h ave  re alis tic ve rs atility w ith  th e ir 
ligh tne s s  and portability w h e ne ve r you 
w is h  to go tram ping, fis h ing or e ve n to 
th row  in your car w h e n you are  on a trip 
s om e w h e re .

Re aliz ing th at th e  s iz e  of our m e m be rs h ip 
gave  RAANZ  a pote ntial to ne gotiate  a 
s h arp dis count for bulk  purch as e s , I 



contacte d all th e  m ajor NZ  and Aus tralian s upplie rs  of PLB/ELT units . Us ing w e igh t, price , 
pe rform ance  and le ngth  of tim e  in th e  m ark e t place  as  th e  m ain crite ria, it finally cam e  dow n 
to a ch oice  be tw e e n th e  GME MT 410 PLBs  (s tandard and GPS inte grate d) and th e  Kannad 
XS3 GPS PLB. 
As  it h appe ns  th e  com pany th at provide d us  w ith  th e  be s t de al als o s tock e d both  brands . As  
a bonus , Lloyd Kle e  of Aviation Safe ty, h as  an e xte ns ive  back ground re lating to m any of th e  
is s ue s  le ading up to th e  introduction of th e  curre nt 406MH z te ch nology. Lloyd h as  s e rve d on 
s e ve ral CAA and aviation indus try com m itte e s  re lating to th is  s ubje ct and h as  offe re d to 
s h are  s om e  of h is  k now le dge  in th e  ne xt is s ue  of Re c. Pilot. 
Aviation Safe ty h as  a good w e bs ite  w w w .aviations afe ty.co.nz th at ide ntifie s  th e ir product 
range  and I s ugge s t you vis it th is  s ite  be fore  m ak ing your de cis ion. Th e  price s  q uote d 
include  GST, fre e  de live ry and proce s s ing of your re gis tration de tails  w ith  th e  Re s cue  
Coordination Ce ntre  Ne w  Z e aland (RCCNZ ). Th e  range  available  is  lis te d be low , w ith  th e  
dis counte d price  to our m e m be rs . Th e  norm al re tail price , for com paris on, is  in brack e ts :

406MH z GME MT410 PLB w ith out inte grate d GPS @  $517.50 (nrp $550)

406MH z GME MT410G PLB w ith  an inte grate d GPS @  $673.88 (nrp $750)

406MH z Kannad XS3 PLB w ith  an inte grate d GPS @  $731.25 (nrp $850)

For th os e  m e m be rs  ch oos ing to fit a cras h  activate d ELT unit to th e ir aircraft, th is  unit is  
als o available  from  Aviation Safe ty

Kannad 406AF Com pact 406MH z ELT at $1415.00 (nrp $159 2)

W e  ne e d to be  aw are  th at th e  roll out of th is  ne w  406MH z s ys te m  is  not jus t confine d to NZ . 
It is  h appe ning w orld w ide  and w e  can only im agine  th e  logis tical nigh tm are s  to 
m anufacture  all th e s e  ne w  units  and h ave  th e m  de live re d to aircraft ow ne rs  by a s pe cific 
date . 

A s upply s h ortage  alre ady applie s  w ith  s om e  PLB 
m ode ls , as  a num be r of countrie s  ove rs e as  w ill 
no longe r re q uire  th e ir GA aircraft to be  fitte d 
w ith  an ELT, as  long as  a 406MH z PLB is  carrie d. 
Toge th e r w ith  a h uge  grow th  in de m and for PLBs  
by tram pe rs  and oth e r re cre ational us e rs , m y 
advice  is  to place  your orde r as  s oon as  pos s ible  
in orde r to m e e t th e  rule  re q uire m e nt, be ginning 1 
July. 
Aviation Safe ty curre ntly are  e xpe rie ncing 
de live ry de lays  w ith  th e ir GME MT410G 
(inte grate d GPS) m ode l but s upply of th e ir 

Kannad XS3 PLB is  e xpe cte d to m e e t de m and, at le as t in th e  s h ort te rm . 

Th e re  are  s e ve ral cons ide rations  re lating to th is  agre e m e nt w ith  Aviation Safe ty th at ne e d to 
be  note d:

Th is  is  a m utually e xclus ive  de al be tw e e n Aviation Safe ty and RAANZ . You w ill note  in th e  
e nclos e d orde r form  provis ion for your curre nt m e m be rs h ip no. If your non RAANZ  m ate  
w ants  to buy one  of th e s e  units , s ugge s t th at h e  joins  RAANZ  firs t –  it is  s till a good de al.



Th e re  are  a m inim um  num be r of units  to be  s old 
to q ualify for th is  dis count. Th is  num be r is  
confide ntial, but as  your e xe c h as  alre ady 
s igne d up for four Kannad XS3 units  for 
th e m s e lve s , I fe e l confide nt th at th is  num be r 
s h ould be  e as ily re ach e d.
You w ill note  from  th e  orde r form  th at th is  de al 
is  only valid for orde rs  place d by 30th  March . 
Th is  is  to prote ct both  partie s  from  e xch ange  
rate  fluctuations  and to avoid an im pos s ible  
s ituation w ith  purch as e rs  w aiting for th e  ve ry 
las t m om e nt be fore  placing an orde r. Barring 
unfore s e e n circum s tance s  it is  lik e ly th at a 

s im ilar de al w ill be  rolle d ove r afte r 30th  March . 
It is  probable  th at s e ve ral m icroligh t clubs  m ay w is h  to purch as e  only one  PLB/ELT for th e ir 
club training aircraft. Th is  aircraft m ay be  us e d only for circuit training and any e xcurs ion 
be yond 10nm  w ould only norm ally h appe n during cros s  country training e xe rcis e s . In th is  
particular s ituation is  it re as onable  to re q uire  e ach  traine e  pilot to h ave  a re gis te re d PLB to 
h is  nam e ? I h ave  dis cus s e d th is  pos s ible  s ce nario w ith  Re x Ke nny.  Re x’s  advice  is  to h ave  
th e  PLB re gis te re d to a club appointe d ‘re s pons ible  pe rs on,’ w ith  s ys te m s  in place  to h ave  
th is  pe rs on alw ays  available  to re s pond to any SAR e nq uiry, be  able  to confirm  th at th e  club 
aircraft is  on a fligh t, th e  e xpe cte d route  of th e  aircraft and th e  nam e  of th e  PIC. 
Mos t im portantly, you are  not individually bound into th is  de al w ith  Aviation Safe ty. If you 
ch oos e  to go e ls e w h e re  for your PLB/ELT or ch oos e  a diffe re nt m ode l, you are  obvious ly 
fre e  to m ak e  th at ch oice . As  a caution th ough , e s pe cially if you are  cons ide ring purch as ing 
your PLB/ELT from  ove rs e as , do m ak e  s ure  th at th e  s upplie r w ill guarante e  th at your unit is  
fitte d w ith  a NZ  country code . PLB/ELTs  are  re gion s pe cific and unle s s  th e  unit h as  th e  
corre ct code s  e nte re d it w ill not re turn a dis tre s s  s ignal to SAR h e re  in NZ . Both  th e  Ke nnad 
and GME can h ave  th e  s oftw are  ch ange d to be  com pliant w ith  NZ  s pe cifications  but th is  w ill 
cos t you an additional $60 - $125.  Many oth e r m ak e s  can not h ave  th e ir s oftw are  ch ange d at 
all and can only be  us e d in th e ir country of origin.

In conclus ion I am  th e  firs t to 
adm it th at ne w  re gulations  
us ually bring forth  a groan of 
de s pair. H ow e ve r, w ith  th is  
ne w  406MH z PLB/ELT 
re q uire m e nt I firm ly be lie ve  
th at w e  are  joining all oth e r 
aviators  in tak ing a s ignificant 
le ap forw ard in m axim iz ing th e  
pos s ibility of a s ucce s s ful 
re s cue  follow ing an aircraft 
accide nt. W e  s im ply h ave  to 
fe e l good about th at.

Evan Gardine r - Ope rations  Office r



Th e  406MH z Pe rs onal Locator Be acons  (PLB) - An e xplanation from  Aviation Safe ty Ltd

Th e  ne w  rule s  re q uire  th e  carrage  of a 406MH z PLB's  (or ELT's ) for all glide rs  and m icroligh ts  
th at fly in e xce s s  of 10nm  of th e ir ae rodrom e . If you s tay w ith in 10nm , you are  s trongly 
advis e d to s till carry a 406MH z PLB. If you h ave  m ore  th an tw o s e ats , you are  re q uire d to 
ins tall a fixe d autom atic 406MH z Em e rge ncy Locator Trans m itte r (ELT). Th e s e  CAA rule s  
com e  into e ffe ct on th e  1 July 2008.

OPTIONS: Th e  options  for th e  PLB’s  are  w ith  or w ith out an inte grate d GPS. If fitte d w ith  th e  
GPS, th e  s ignal th at is  trans m itte d is  adde d to th e  uniq ue  h e xade cim al num be r th at is  
trans m itte d to th e  s ate llite s  by th e  406MH z PLB.

Th e re  are  tw o s e ts  of s ate llite s , 
one  of w h ich  of th e  ge o-
s tationary s ate llite  s ys te m  th at 
s its  35000k m  above  th e  
e q uator continuous ly m onitors  
th e  NZ  and s urrounding are as . 
Additionally, th e re  are  s ix 
low e r orbiting s ate llite s  th at go 
pole  to pole  s o th e re by cove r 
100%  of th e  s urface  ove r tim e  
as  th e  e arth  rotate s . Th e s e  
s ate llite s  only pick  up th e  
406MH z s ignal but a fe w  are  
als o s till pick ing up 121.5MH z . 
Th e  121.5MH z m onitoring te rm inate s  in e arly 2009 .

So w h at do you ne e d to m e e t th e  ne w  CAA rule s ? Th e  tw o m ain PLB brands  in th e  aviation 
m ark e t appe ar to be  GME and Kannad. Both  h ave  introduce d low  cos t PLB’s . GME is  a 
re lative  ne w com e r to th e  406MH z PLB m ark e t and Kannad w e re  one  of th e  firs t com panie s  to 
obtain Cos pas -Sars at approvals  ove r tw e nty ye ars  ago. GME offe r tw o s tyle s  of 406MH z 

PLB’s , a non GPS ve rs ion th e  MT410 at $550.00 
and th e  GPS ve rs ion MT410G at $750.00. Th e  
KANNAD ne w  XS3G is  only available  in th e  GPS 
option as  Europe an de m and is  80%  for th e  GPS 
re q uire m e nt. Th is  re tails  for $89 9 .00 but th e re  is  a 
$49 .00 re bate  at th e  m om e nt th at brings  th e  price  
dow n to $850.00 s o a good price . You re ally ne e d 
to s e e  th e m  s ide  by s ide  to s e e  th e  value  h ow e ve r 
th e  Kannad give s  th e  dis tinct im pre s s ion th at it is  
m ore  robus t in its  cons truction and appe ars  to be  
w orth  th e  e xtra price  tag. At th e  s am e  tim e  if you 
w ant s om e th ing to jus t m e e t th e  rule  th e n th e  
MT410 at $550.00 de live re d cannot be  be ate n 
price -w is e . All th e s e  m ode ls  are  approve d.

LEOSAR im age  of cove rage



ISSUES: Th e  406MH z PLB w ith  th e  GPS option w ill ale rt 
Se arch  and Re s cue  w ith in 10 m inute s  of w h o and w h e re  
you are  if you h ave  a cle ar line  of s ite  to th e  GEOSAR 
s ate llite . Your pos ition is  de te rm ine d by th e  GPS 
coordinate s  trans m itte d by th e  PLB. If you are  dow n in a 
gulle y or h ave  a m ountain in front (North ) of you th e n it is  
lik e ly th at th e  GEO s ate llite  w ill be  obs cure d s o you w ill 
ne e d to re ly on th e  LEOSAR s ate llite s .  Th is  w ill norm ally 
tak e  m ore  tim e  as  obvious ly th e s e  s ate llite s  are  not on a 
fixe d tim e  s ch e dule  to be  ove rh e ad w h e n you ne e d th e m . 
Th e s e  s ate llite s  are  only 9 00Km  above  th e  e arth  and 
trave lling at 7000 m e tre s  pe r s e cond. Th e y trave rs e  th e  
w orld e ach  105 m inute s . Accordingly th e  tim e  de lay can 
be  be tw e e n an im m e diate  ale rt and m aybe  9 0 m inute s  in 
th e  w ors t cas e  s ce nario. Th is  m ay not be  a m ajor is s ue  if 
you h ave  file d a fligh t plan or s om e one  k now s  w h e n to 
e xpe ct you as  all th e s e  ne w  406MH z PLB’s  als o trans m it 
on th e  121.5MH z h om ing s ignal. Th is  w ill allow  s e arch  
aircraft to h om e  in on th is  s ignal us ing s tandard Radio 
Dire ction Finding e q uipm e nt (RDF).
If you ch os e  to purch as e  a PLB w ith out th e  inte grate d 
GPS, th e n you are  re liant on th e  LEO s ate llite s  to obtain 
a pos itional fix h ow e ve r if th e  GEOSAR s ate llite  can s e e  
you w e  w ill k now  w h o you are  but not w h e re  you are  until 
th e  LEOSAR s ate llite  trave ls  ove rh e ad to obtain your 
pos ition by a Dopple r affe ct.

SUMMARY Th e  PLB w ith  th e  GPS inte grate d is  th e  be s t 
unit to e nh ance  th e  q uick e s t re s cue . Th e  406MH z units  
w ith out th e  GPS m e e t th e  rule  re q uire m e nts . Accordingly 
it is  your call but re m e m be r th e  s aying about be ing up to 
your ars e  in alligators  only to find th at th e  firs t obje ctive  
w as  to drain th e  s w am p- W h at are  your obje ctive s , to 
m e e t th e  rule  or give  yours e lf th e  be s t ch ance  of 
s urvival?

For m ore  info vis it our w e bs ite  w w w .aviations afe ty.co.nz

For de taile d inform ation on th e  th e  cos pas -s ars at s ys te m  
w ork  go to 
h ttp://w w w .cos pas -s ars at.org/De s cription/ove rvie w .h tm

Kannad XS3 GPS 
132 x 88 x 45 m m  and 29 5 gram s

KANNAD 406AF-Com pact 
128 x 84 x 72 m m  and 850 gram s

GME MT410GPS 
135 x 71 x 38 m m  and 250 gram s





     H OSTED BY TH E H AW KES BAY MICROLIGH T CLUB Inc
   EARLYBIRD REGISTRATION FORM (one  pe r aircraft)

Forw ard to Se cre tary H BMC Page ts  Road RD2 TAKAPAU H B Be fore  Fe b 1 2008
 Ente r num be r of pe rs ons  and tick  appropriate  box

Re gis tration                          $10 (_ _ _ )
Friday BBQ Te a                                      $10 (_ _ _ )
Saturday Bre ak fas t                                  $5 (_ _ _ )
Saturday Lunch                                       $10 (_ _ _ )
Saturday Pre s e ntation Dinne r               $30 (_ _ _ )
Sunday Bre ak fas t                                     $5 (_ _ _ )
Cam ping pe r pe rs on pe r nigh t              $10 (_ _ _ )

Total am ount e nclos e d                    $_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Num be r of pe ople  atte nding

Nam e /s  

Addre s s  

Contact ph one  num be r

Aircraft type  and Re gis tration 

Note s : 
1/ All price s  are  pe r pe rs on (Late  Re gis trations  $15)
2/ Num be rs  for Pre s e ntation Dinne r lim ite d (confirm ation by 29  Fe bruary)
3/ Re gis tration include s  h andout pack age  and all day te a/coffe e  bis cuits
4/ Bre ak fas ts  are  fruit juice , fruit and ce re al, toas t, te a/coffe e



Th e  th re e  article s  th at 
follow  are  all in re s pons e  to 
Rob Pe ck 's  article  in th e  
pre vious  is s ue . Th ank s  for 
tak ing th e  tim e  to s h are  
your th ough ts  w ith  us .

Rob, Jus t s e e n th e  Re c. Pilot # 30, and your com m e nts  re -training. Th e s e  are  jus t m y vie w s  !

Th e re  can be  no jus tification in acce pting low e r s tandards  of bas ic flying training, an ae roplane  of any 
de s cription is  s ubje ct to th e  s am e  Principle s  of Fligh t, and th e s e  s h ould be  fully unde rs tood - no 
conte s t.

Afte r th at it's  H ors e s  for Cours e s , and th e re  is  no ne e d for th e  traditional cabbage  patch  rag and tube  
m icroligh t pilot w h o is  ne ve r going to ge t out of s igh t of h is  patch , to be  involve d in th e  m ore  com ple x 
le gal and navigation s tudie s  to e nable  h im  to unde rtak e  a long cros s -country and tak e  an ALPI - 300 
m icroligh t at 130 k ts , w ith  variable  pitch  and re tractable  ge ar into AKL. ( ye s , you can ! ) But w h e re  to 
draw  th e  line  ?

I th ink  RAANZ 's  late s t policy of Local or National ce rtificate s  h as  h e lpe d addre s s  th is  proble m , th o' I 
s ugge s t th at th e re  is  a lot of Controlle d Airs pace  w ith in e as y re ach  of m any Local Ce rtificate  h olde rs  - 
h ow  do w e  e ns ure  th at th e y don't infringe  and give  m icroligh ts  a bad nam e . (I've  jus t re ad a re port 
from  th e  UK about th e  RAF Re d Arrow s  Ae robatic te am  h aving to cance l a ve ry e xpe ns ive  dis play 
be caus e  3 private  pilots  infringe d th e ir dis play zone , de s pite  it be ing Notam 'd and th e  pilots  be ing 
e xpe rie nce d PPL h olde rs  on file d fligh t plans  )

Th e re  h as  to be  a balance  be tw e e n th e  full PPL cours e  be ing put into th e  'too h ard, too e xpe ns ive ' 
bas k e t by s om e , and s till h ave  th e  ability to train th e  Local pilot to be  s afe  at w h at h e  only w ants  to do 
and s till be  affordable .

Th e re  m igh t be  s om e  jus tification in m ak ing th e  Advance d National Ce rtificate  a PPL cours e , but w h y 
pay ASL s om e  $30 pe r pape r, if you can ans w e r th e  s am e  q ue s tions  for RAANZ  for fre e  ? If you k now  
th e  m ate rial, doe s  paying ASL a fe e  to ans w e r th e  q ue s tions  m ak e  th e  applicant any w is e r ?

I w ould be  loath e  to put m icroligh t training into th e  h ands  of Part 61 Cat. ins tructors  only, you are  
q uite  righ t th at th e re  is  a PR proble m  h e re , young Cat C ins tructors  te nd to tak e  th e  vie w  th at th e y 
h ave  h ad to s pe nd z illions  of dollars , and go th rough  th e  m ill, s o w h y s h ouldn't e ve ryone  e ls e , and 
grizzle d Cat A ins tructors  re ck on th at m icroligh t pilots  are n't 'prope r' pilots . Of cours e  I'm  
ge ne ralis ing, but th e  culture  is  th e re .

Our club h as  ins tructors  w ith  e xpe rie nce  from  th e  Airline s  and th e  Air Force , w e  follow  th e  PPL 
training s ch e dule , m ore  or le s s , and of cours e  w e  don't ch arge  for our tim e , th is  h as  e nable d a lot of 
pilots  to fly our Te cnam  Golf at an affordable  cos t, s om e  h ave  th e n gone  on to a PPL. By com paris on 
th e  GA training at Ce s s na rate s  and Ins tructor fe e s  h as  alm os t e ntire ly s toppe d, and I w ould s ugge s t 
th at our club is  not alone  in th is  e xpe rie nce .

Anoth e r com plication on th e  h orizon is  th e  LSA, unfortunate ly I can fors e e  th e  CAA putting th e  
'advance d' m icroligh ts  s uch  as  th e  Te cnam 's , ALPI's  and th e  lik e , into th e  LSA clas s , and ins is ting on 
a PPL lice nce , or at th e  ve ry le as t th e  ne w  Re cre ational Lice nce , for w h ich  th e  only diffe re nce  from  a 
PPL is  th e  m e dical s tandard. I h ope  I'm  w rong, but th at m igh t put RAANZ  back  into be ing a cabbage  
patch  rag and tube  m icroligh t organis ation again, but w ill dis advantage  an aw ful lot of RAANZ  
m e m be rs  w h o fly th e  pre s e nt 'advance d' aircraft - and provide  s ubs criptions  !

H ope fully, m aybe  th e  LSA clas s , w ith  it's  h igh e r auw  m ay be  a s tand-alone  clas s , and th os e  w h o w is h  
to participate  w ill k now  th at th e y h ave  to gain a PPL and be  m aintaine d by a LAME, and th e  544k g auw  
w ill s till re m ain to e ncom pas s  th e  e xis ting 'advance d' m icroligh t aircraft, th e n th e  ow ne rs  w ill h ave  th e  



ch oice  of re m aining w ith  th e  Microligh t re s trictions , and pilot ce rtificate , or ch oos ing to upgrade  to 
LSA, w ith  m ore  privile ge s , but h igh e r q ualifications  re q uire d ..

My crys tal ball is  too cloudy !
Ch e e rs , Alan Murgatroyd, RAANZ  S/Ins tr. Ke rik e ri m e adm urg@ xtra.co.nz

I s tarte d gliding in 19 70 in th e  UK –  and w as  th e  younge s t BGA Gliding Ins tructor and th at w as  
s ignificant be caus e  th e  ins tructor in our s ort of club w as  re s pons ible  for all on s ite  activitie s  w h e n 
th e y w e re  “on duty”.  Did m y PPL on a PA-18 9 0h p ove r tw o w e e k -e nds , th e n s pe nt m any an h our 
glide r tow ing afte r a grand total of 50 m inute s  flying afte r I got m y PPL –  and w e  us e d to tow  tw o s e at 
glide rs  w ith  a 9 0h p Cub. But inte re s tingly, I th ink  in th e  UK you w ould not be  allow e d to tow  a tw o 
s e at glide r w ith  a 9 0h p cub any m ore , and th e  num be r of h ours  be fore  you are  allow e d to tow  a glide r 
I th ink  is  m ore  th an 50 m inute s !

I m ak e  th e s e  points  s ince  I w as  ne ve r a ris k  factor due  to th e  low  h ours  and/or low  h ors e  pow e r. My 
ris k  factors  w e re  all a product of th at w h ich  I rais e d in m y original article  to you –  and th e re  h ave  be e n 
m any a tim e  w h e n I look  back  and s h udde r at m y s tupidity. I th ink  I can ide ntify h ow  s om e  of th is  
com e s  about, but w e  can le ave  th at for anoth e r dis cus s ion.

Back  in th e  days  be fore  k its , I built a VP1 w ith  a frie nd of m ine  and I als o h ad a CFM Sh adow  for a fe w  
ye ars  –  as  w e ll as  an Ope n Cirrus  glide r.

I us e d to fly in an are a s urrounde d by h igh ly active  m ilitary bas e s  –  Fairford, Lynh am , Bris e  Norton, 
Ke m ble  –  s o th e re  w as  alw ays  lots  of h e avy m e tal be  it Concorde  (did it's  te s t flying from  Fairford) or 
B52's . But w e  w e re  ge ne rally non-radio unle s s  w e  w ante d to go th rough  one  of th e ir zone s . W e  didn't 
h ave  a radio in th e  VP1. W e  w e re  ne ve r th e  caus e  of any incide nts  alth ough  th e re  w e re  a couple  of 
incide nts  w h e n th e  “profe s s ionals ” w e re  s e rious ly at fault –  s o m uch  for training?

I did m y gliding ins tructors  rating w ith  Bill Sk ull w h o w as  th e  BGA national coach . H e  w as  a ve ry big 
m an and te nde d to be  on th e  s te rn s ide .  H e  w ould vis it clubs  and fly w ith  ordinary m e m be rs  and 
ins tructors . Th e  w ord th at “Bill Sk ull” w as  com ing brough t about a s ort of s e ns e  of appre h e ns ion –  
but it w as  good, be caus e  it caus e d e ve ryone  to re fle ct on th e ir ow n flying and if th e y w e re  “up to it”. I 
gue s s  a s ys te m  for e ns uring all clubs  w e re  ope rating at a s afe  and proficie nt le ve l.  

Ove r th e  ye ars  th e re  w e re  tw o fatal accide nts  at our s m all club and a couple  of ve ry s e rious  accide nts  
–  one  I s us pe ct w as  pos s ibly th e  re s ult of inade q uate  training –  th e re  w as  ne ve r a re as on put forw ard. 
An e arly s olo fe m ale , age d about 20, jus t nos e  dive d from  about 9 00ft ne arly be com ing inve rte d 
be fore  cras h ing into th e  ground ne ar th e  airfie ld. It w as  s ugge s te d a be e  or s om e th ing could h ave  
be e n in th e  cock pit. In training I w ould try and give  s om e one  th e  fe e ling of low /ne gative  “G”; I don't 
th ink  it w as  ge ne rally done . To s om e  pe ople  w h o h ave  ne ve r e xpe rie nce d it, ne gative  “G” can be  
ups e tting. My daugh te r w e nt s olo in a glide r in NZ , and I as k e d th e  ins tructors  to m ak e  s ure  s h e  h ad 
e xpe rie nce d ne gative  “G” in h e r training; h aving k now n one  young lady w h o h ad die d.

So I gue s s  w h at I am  s aying is  th at alth ough  I don't cons ide r m ys e lf a particularly e xpe rie nce d pilot, I 
h ave  be e n around private  aviation for m any ye ars  and s e e n m uch .

I h ave  be e n to a num be r of th e  PFA National Rallie s , and at th at tim e  th e y w e re  non- radio and give n 
th at th e  num be rs  of aircraft participating w as  ofte n ove r 1,000; to m y k now le dge  th e re  w e re  no 
accide nts /incide nts  due  to be ing non-radio.

I gue s s  s om e  of th e  points  I am  trying to m ak e , is  th at you cannot re gulate  pe ople  not to h ave  
accide nts  and it is  about as  foolis h  as  ins is ting th at th e  road driving te s t is  m ade  h arde r to re duce  
drunk  driving.

One  oth e r point as  I ram ble  on. It w ould be  inte re s ting to look  at th e  gliding frate rnity w h e n th e  adve nt 



of h igh  pe rform ance  glide rs  cam e  in. It w ould s e e m  a s im ilar s ituation to th at w e  are  facing w ith  th e  
m ode rn h igh  pe rform ance  m icroligh ts .

Back  in th e  70's  th e re  w e re  no h igh  pe rform ance  tw o s e ate r's , and training could be  on a K13 or e ve n a 
T21, and ye t th e re  w e re  aircraft lik e  th e  ASW 17 and Nim bus  2 w h ich  bore  no re s e m blance  to a K13 or 
T21 e xce pt th at th e y h ad w ings  and a control colum n.

W h at us e d to h appe n w as  th at pe ople  w ould progre s s  th ough  pe rform ance  le ve ls , and w ould not ge t 
to th e  lik e s  of a Nim bus  2 (if th e y h ad th e  m one y!), until th e y w e re  alre ady a ve ry e xpe rie nce d pilot.

I s aw  and k ne w  of one  cas e  w h e n a low  h ours  pilot did ge t ow ne rs h ip of a h igh e r pe rform ance  glide r, 
and I th ink  it w as  m ore  by luck  th at any oth e r re as on, th at th e re  w as  not an accide nt of s om e  s ort. Th e  
landing w e re  alw ays  e nte rtaining to s ay th e  le as t!

I als o re call anoth e r occas ion w h e n a frie nd of m ine  h ad a Pipe r Ch alle nge r (large r w inge d Ch e rok e e ) 
and h is  partne r w as  low  h ours . It w as  ope rate d out of a s m all private  s trip. I s aw  th at aircraft in th e  
h ands  of th e  low  h ours  partne r on m ore  th an one  occas ion only jus t m is s  th e  large  h ange r at th e  e nd 
of th e  s trip –  h e  w as  incre dibly luck y not to h ave  be e n involve d in a fatal cras h . W h at price  PPL 
training?

Th e  m os t obvious  w ay to re s olve  th e  CAA/h igh  pe rform ance  m icroligh t is s ue  is  to

1.  Cate goriz e  w h at a h igh  pe rform ance  m icroligh t is  –  I gue s s  th e  m os t te lling factor could be  w ing 
loading?

2.  Se t a m inim um  num be r of h ours  pos t Advance d Ce rtificate  be fore  th e y can be  e valuate d by a s e nior 
ins tructor to fly a h igh  pe rform ance  m icroligh t.

3.  Th at th os e  pos t Advance d Ce rtificate  h ours  be  on a m icroligh t w ith  a w ing loading of at le as t ?? - to 
avoid th os e  h ours  be ing accum ulate d on a ve ry low  pe rform ance  m icroligh t.

4.  Ins titute  a low e r MAW  for s ingle  s e at m icroligh ts  to avoid e xtre m e  “pock e t rock e ts ”.

Additionally, if th e  CAA can re ally ack now le dge  th at th e ir m otive s  are  “fligh t s afe ty” - and I am  s ure  
th e re  could be  s om e  live ly dis cus s ion as  to w h at oth e r m otive s  th e re  m igh t be !; th e n it s e e m s  s illy th at 
th e re  are  num be r of re ally good and ve ry SAFE GA aircraft th at our m e m be rs  w ould be  ve ry s afe  to 
ope rate . Minicab, 9 0h p Cub, Jode ls . Alth ough  w e  w ould be  unlik e ly to ge t it, I w ould fe e l th at w e  
s h ould ne gotiate  a h igh e r MAW  (jus t anoth e r s ay 9 0lbs ?) for a tw o s e ate r w h ils t acce pting a low e r 
MAW  for a s ingle  s e ate r. Als o I th ink  th at acce pting a m ax h ors e  pow e r lim itation (115h p?) w ould als o 
be  s e ns ible , but jus t an e xtra fe w  pounds  on th e  MAW  w ould bring a range  of ve ry s afe  aircraft into th e  
pote ntial h ands  of m icroligh t pilots  –  ne e d to ch e ck  th e  MAW  of s om e  of th e s e  GA aircraft.

I h ave  not be e n active  in th e  m icroligh t w orld for 18 m onth s  now  –  I gue s s  I got involve d to e ncourage  
m y daugh te r and I als o h ad a frie nd w h o w as  inte re s te d. But if circum s tance s  pre vail, I s till lik e  th e  
ide a of ope rating a m ode s t m icroligh t.  

Th e re  is  m uch  m ore  I could s ay, but I h ave  ram ble d e nough . Re gards , Mile s

Rob, Jus t re ad your pie ce  in RAANZ  m agazine .

I s tarte d as  PPL be fore  m icroligh ts  and CASO 19  w e re  inve nte d and be cam e  as s ociate d w ith  th e  ne w  
activity around 19 80, s o pe rh aps  I m igh t s e e  th e  training / e xam s  and s tandards  diffe re ntly. I w as  a 
MAANZ  e xam  invigilator and h e lpe d w ith  s om e  of th e  th e ory training for ne w bie s  until I s old m y 
Bantam  for a C150, to late r m ove  back  to m y curre nt Z e nair.



GA ope rators  alw ays  h ave  look e d dow n th e ir nos e s  at pe rce ive d le s s e r form s  of life . Th e  proble m  
w ith  PPL s yllabus  is  th at th e  clubs  and s ch ools  are  focus s e d on s upplying th e  airline  m ark e t and 
financing th ru s tude nt loans . 

I cons ide r th e  training and s tandards  for m icroligh ts  around m y im m e diate  are a - Parak ai, Dargaville , 
W h angare i - q uite  good and m os t clubs  us e  ge n 3 s h ips  for th is . Dargaville  h ave  a policy of including 
th e  PPL clas s e s  w ith  m icroligh t training, pe rh aps  if th is  is  not done  in oth e r clubs  it could be  
e ncourage d, but I w ould be  agains t any m ore  ch anging th e  rule s  in th is  are a. RAANZ  alre ady m ade  a 
poor job w h e n CAA as k e d to alte r th e  rule s  and th e  national pilot / 50 nm  / FRTO bits  got adde d. Th is  
w as  unne ce s s ary and in fact a rule  on top of th e  e xis ting part 9 1 rule s  and SAC did not ne e d to m ak e  
it part of th e ir rule s . (and I h ave  to s ay th e ir rule s  are  now  a be tte r s ys te m ) I dis cus s e d th is  w ith  s om e  
RAANZ  com m itte e  at th e  tim e  but th e y didn't s e e m  to com pre h e nd. 

I'm  a bit m ore  conce rne d about th e  as s um ptions  th at ne w  ow ne rs  are  m ak ing w ith  th e  tre atm e nt of 
airfram e s  and m ainte nance , s e e m ingly jus t putting fue l and s om e tim e s  oil in, adding all m anne r of 
gadge ts  and m odifications  and s aying h ow  ne at th e s e  m icroligh ts  are . Pe rh aps  be caus e  I lik e  to 
m aintain th e  aircraft , not for cos t re as ons  but conve nie nce  and h obby, I as s um e d oth e rs  w ould be  
th e  s am e . I'm  alarm e d th at pe ople  th ink  its  OK to m odify th e n fly off th e  40 h rs  and it's  s udde nly good 
to go. Th e re  are  a lot of m ach ine s  th at no longe r m e e t th e  de s ign rule s  th e y w e re  re gis te re d w ith  and 
th e s e  w ill e ve ntually be  pas s e d on to unk now ing pilots . Th e re  are  s pe cific rule s  in pt 103 for th is  but I 
don't s e e  th e m  be ing follow e d. 

Finally be caus e  m icroligh t cate gory is  fixe d around 545 Kg m ax ( 1232 lbs  for TP10141e ) and any 
furth e r look alik e s  w ill be  in a ne w  clas s  - LSA / re c. pilot - as  CAA h ave  re pe ate dly s aid, th os e  flying 
th at type  of pe rform ance  w ill be  k e pt up to s pe e d w ith  diffe re nt training rule s . Re gular flying is  a 
be tte r w ay to m aintain confide nce  and curre ncy th an adding m ore  le ve ls  to th e  rule s , w e  all ge t out of 
practice  at tim e s  and th at doe s  s h ow  in radio calls  e tc., but its  no re as on to drive  pe ople  aw ay w ith  
cos ts  and com ple xity. W e  ne e d e ncourage m e nt th at RAANZ  is  for pre s e rving w h at w e  s pe nt s o m uch  
tim e  ge tting.

Re gards , Ralph

From  raanz.org.nz/m ark e tplace
20080210124212 Garm in gps  pilot 3 $500
20080208170854 W e s tach  Dual EGT.W e s tach  Tach $150
20080207162645 H angar H ood Ae rodrom e $3000 Ne g.
200802062159 12 MICROLIGH T MARKET VALUE
200802032019 19 Quick s ilve r MXII Microligh t. 503 Rotax 4500
20080129 145618 Aq uilla w ingW ante d
20080123155011 RARE opportunity: Land at Puk ak i Airfie ld, in th e  McKe nzie  Bas in on 
application
20080117214717 Icom  A200 Radio $800.00 ono
20080117213008 Be ndix King Trans ponde r $2000 ono
20080107220438 W ante d: ce conite  Ce m e nt
20080104225751 W ante d Jode l D9  aircraft proje ct
200801042249 36 W ante d 2nd H and Rotax 503 Manual Ch ok e  k it TBC
2007122409 39 45 W ante d Garm in GPS Pilot III GPS
20071223203828 H ANGER W ante d 
20071222065329 58x35 W oode n prope llor $350
20071205221547 Ch alle nge r 2. For s ale $14000 ono
20071130113440 Grah am  Le e  7/8 s cale  Nie uport 11/16 proje ct offe rs ?
20071119 152443 Sk yrange r m icroligh t $57500.00



‘Syne rgy’ is  for Fly Synth e s is  - m e dia re le as e

W ith  ove r th irty-five  aircraft now  roam ing th e  s k ie s  of Aus tralia and Ne w  Z e aland, Fly 
Synth e s is  h as  jus t launch e d its  ve ry ow n Official Ow ne rs  Club, Syne rgy.

Dire ctor Caz Monte le one  launch e d 
Syne rgy w ith  one  th ing in m ind –  to 
m ak e  Fly Synth e s is  a life -long 
e xpe rie nce , not s im ply an e nd-product. 
Ke e ping in touch  w ith  th e  ow ne rs  of Fly 
Synth e s is  aircraft h as  alw ays  be e n a 
com pany priority. Syne rgy w as  form e d 
w ith  th e  vie w  of facilitating ne tw ork ing 
am ongs t ow ne rs , de ale rs  and ours e lve s  
as  im porte rs . Am ongs t s h aring of vital 
inform ation via our q uarte rly ne w s le tte r 
and m aintaining pos t-s ale s  s e rvice s  and 
s upport, th e  Syne rgy club als o runs  
s ocial e ve nts  to allow  its  m e m be rs  to 
s h are  th e  joys  and pas s ion of flying.

Ch e ck  out our w e bs ite  at w w w .flys ynth e s is .com .au/s yne rgy.as p for m ore  de tails .

Did you w rite  anyth ing for th is  is s ue  ? 
Sh are  your w is dom  w ith  RAANZ  m e m be rs  

by forw arding article s  and ph otos  to
e ditor@ raanz.org.nz

SSttoorrcchh   AAmm pphh iibbiiaann  ee nnjjooyyss   aattttee nnttiioonn  ffrroomm   
SSyynnee rrggyy  ee nntthh uuss iiaass ttss ..

From  Tom  Grant in Dune din. Look s  gre at!



H e llo again all you m icroligh t junk ie s .

On th e  m orning of 06 Octobe r s om e  Ne ls on m icroligh t aircraft as s e m ble d at Motue k a 
for a local airs trip fly around. Sh ane  Fle m ing and Gre g Fe llow s  cam e  ove r from  Tak ak a 
in th e ir Z e nair 601 XL. Je ff Jordan arrive d in h is  Z e nair 601 XL and Margare t and I fle w  
in in our Z e nair 601 XL. Stuart Gre e n h ad pus h e d th e  Sport Cruis e r out of Alis tair 
H arts  h ange r, h e  h ad it w arm e d up and w as  re ady to go. Tre vor Le igh ton rode  acros s  
th e  airfie ld on h is  4 w h e e le r H onda to te ll us  th at h is  trik e  m igh t not h andle  th e  gus ting 
conditions  ove rly w e ll and h e  be s t k e e p it in th e  h ange r. Pip H art als o th ough t h is  
Bantam  m igh t not h andle  th e  w ind th at w e ll s o h e  de cide d to s tay on th e  ground als o. 

W e re  all re ady to go and w e  e xpe rie nce d th e  us ual h old-up in Motue k a. Ye s  you 
gue s s e d it. Alis tair H art w as  late  and be caus e  Stuart is  s till a s tude nt w ith  not a lot of 
s trip w ork  or X w ind e xpe rie nce  w e  h ad to w ait for Al. Again!!!! By th is  tim e  th e  w ind 
w as  blow ing up a bit @  15 to 18 k nots . 

W e  took  off from  Motue k a at about 11.30 and h e ade d for Tapaw e ra. Je ff Jordan le d th e  
w ay. H e  s aid h e  k ne w  w h e re  Tapaw e ra w as  s o th e  re s t jus t follow e d h im  as  w e  h ad no 
ide a w h e re  w e  w e re  going. I don't k now  w h y s om e  pe ople  find navigation is  s o 
difficult. Do it our w ay, it's  e as y.

Landing at th e  Tapaw e ra airs trip w ith  th e  s am e  15 to 18 k not X w ind from  th e  s outh  
w e s t can be  a q uite  e xciting e xpe rie nce . Th is  is  a private  farm  airs trip and h as  a love ly 
600 m tr gras s  runw ay.

W e  s pe nt s om e  tim e  th e re . Sh ane  and Gre g s h ow e d us  h ow  to h andle  an e le ctric fe nce  
in good old country fas h ion. "You jus t put your foot on it lik e  th is " th e y s aid, "it 
doe s 'nt h urt unle s s  th e  w ire  s lips  out from  unde r your foot and flick s  up at you". It all 
s ounde d ve ry re as s uring I'm  s ure  but I w ouldn't trus t th os e  tw o buggars  h olding it 
dow n w h ile  I got ove r it. W h e n th e y e arth e d it out onto th e  ground it s truck  a big blue  
s park  about 4 inch e s  long th at look e d lik e  s om e th ing out of an old Dracula m ovie . 
Enough  k ick  in it to k nock  dow n an e le ph ant. Stuart and I craw le d unde r it.

Park e d in a s h e d at th is  Tapaw e ra s trip is  Matt Sullivan's  Ce s s na 172. H e  als o h as  a 
little  4 s e at 100 h p Rally th e re . Th e  Rally is  park e d out s ide  and look s  s o s ad and 
forlone  jus t s itting th e re  in th e  long gras s  w ith  a birds  ne s t in th e  e ngine  room . I 
be lie ve  I de te cte d th e  h int of a te ar s tarting to form  and ge ntly s lide  dow n its  little  
landing ligh t le ns . H ow  lone ly. H ow  s ad. In th e  fe rtilize r bin be h ind th e  gate  is  Gary 
W h itings  gyro. I'm  told th is  gyro ge ts  flow n on a re gular bas is .

Tim e  to go. Th is  tim e  w e  w e re  off to Malibu Park . I s aid to th e  oth e rs  "I th ink  I k now  
w h e re  it is !! Follow  m e  you guys ". W e re  re ally ge tting th e  h ang of th is  navigating 
bus ine s s  now . Tak ing off in all th at w ind is  jus t as  e xciting as  landing. I fe ll into a 
bloody big h ole  about 200 fe e t afte r tak e off. Stuart and Alis tair found th e  s am e  h ole  
als o and Stu told anyone  w h o w as  lis te ning on 127.4 all about it.

Landing at Malibu w as  a pie ce  of cak e . Straigh t into w ind. Not ve ry ch allinging at all. 
W e  s taye d h e re  a fe w  m inute s , ch e w  th e  fat, told a fe w  m ore  lie s  th e n w e re  aw ay to 
W agne r's  s trip for lunch  and com pe titions .



By th is  tim e  th e  w ind h ad e as e d a little  to about 14 to 17 k ts  and of cours e  th is  s trip 
w as  anoth e r X w ind on th e  day. Eve ryone  arrive d on th e  ground in s om e  s ort of 
dis orde rly fas h ion. Bruce  Bygate  w as  th e re  and gave  e ve ryone  full m ark s  m ak ing it 
onto th e  ground w ith out dam aging anyth ing.

My ne igh bour De nnis  Little  arrive d in h is  be autiful black  Robbie  44. Ste ve  and Pe nny's  
W ilga w as  th e re . I call it "Villie  d Vilga". It th ink s  it's  a boy. It look s  lik e  a boy. All 
aircraft originating out of th e  old com m unis t block  countrie s  are  boys  are n't th e y? But 
m y w ord can th is  th ing pe rform  on a s h ort fie ld. It's  am azing.

Tim e  for lunch . Ste ak , Bacon, Saus age s , Salads , 
Rice  and oth e r goodie s . Als  w ife  and ch ildre n 
w e re  th e re . 

Com pe tition tim e . Jus t com ple ting a circuit 
e arne d points .

Som e one  produce d an e le ctrically ope rate d 
gadge t th at s traps  onto th e  foot pe g of Z e nith  and 
th e  Sport Cruis e r to drop s oft balls  for bom bing. 
Stuart and Alis tair w on 1s t, 2nd and 3rd priz e  for 

th is  e xe rcis e  as  only 3 balls  w e re  droppe d. Th e  gadge t brok e  dow n w h e n it w as  s till 
s trappe d to th e  Sport Cruis e r le g and w ouldn't w ork  afte r th at. 

Sh orte s t tak e  com pe tition off w as  ne xt. Alis tair in th e  Sport Cruis e r w e nt firs t. W h at a 
path e tic pe rform ance . 115 m trs  to ge t off th e  ground Al. W h at's  going on? Je ff Jordan 
ne xt. Je ff jus t didn't h ave  h is  h e art in th is . It took  h im  about 120 m trs  to ge t uns tuck . I 
got Stuart to dip th e  Sport Cruis e rs  tank s  to s e e  w h at advantage  th at th ing h ad. H is  
tank s  w e re  alm os t e m pty w ith  jus t 20 litre s  total on board. I dippe d m y tank s . 25 ltrs  in 
th e  le ft s ide  35 ltrs  in th e  righ t. I th ink  th at m ak e s  60 ltrs  doe s n't it? I Line  up, brak e s  
on, full th rottle , re le as e  th e  brak e s  ( jus t as  Alis tair did) and I w as  off th e  ground in 85 
m trs . Back  on th e  ground and I got calle d "ch e at, dis q ualifie d" and all s orts  of unk ind 
th ings  w e re  s aid to m e  including "be t you can't do it again" th e y s aid. 

I line d up, w e nt th rough  th e  s am e  proce dure  again. Th is  tim e  I'm  off in 75 m trs . Be at 
th at Alis tair H art w h y don't ya. W e ll Alis tair is  th e  ins tructor w h o s h ow e d m e  h ow  to 
do it. Since  th at day I h ave  be e n practicing th is  s h ort tak e  off th ing. I've  got it dow n to 
about 60 m trs  now  Al.

By th is  tim e  its  ge tting late  e nough  for e ve ryone  to ge t back  h om e  s o off th e y w e nt. 
De nnis  Little  as k e d if w e , Margare t and I, w ould lik e  to fly w ith  h im  in h is  44 back  to h is  
h ange r. You be t. W e  h ope d in and arrive d back  at h is  place  th at's  lite rally jus t ove r th e  
boundary fe nce  about 20 m inute s  late r. W h at a w ay to finis h  off a gre at day flying.

Th e  ne xt around th e  s trips  fly-in w ill be  in Nove m be r or m aybe  De ce m be r or e ve n 
January. Th is  tim e  w e  w ill try s om e  uph ill s trips . I've  found 4.



Firs t th e re 's  Bill Le adle y's  s trip in Tas m an. Mos t of th e  Ne ls on Microligh te rs  w ould 
h ave  s e e n it or be e n th e re . Its  one  w ay up h ill about 400 m trs  long w ith  a nice  cle ar 
approach  ove r th e  Tas m an e s tuary but once  your dow n to about 50ft AGL th e re  is  no 
going round.

Ne xt is  anoth e r nice  farm  s trip in th e  low e r W angape k a valle y. Nice  and cle ar e ach  e nd 
but again one  w ay up h ill. Bit h ard to find but it look s  a goodie .

Je ff Jordan's  h om e  s trip w ill be  available  afte r th e y tak e  th e  h ay off it. Th is  is  anoth e r 
one  w ay up h ill s trip jus t about 300 m trs  long. Cle ar approach  but obs tructe d a little  by 
a tre e  on th e  oth e r e nd if you ne e d to ove rs h oot. I h ave  lande d on it pre vious ly w ith  no 
difficulty.

Th e  las t one  is  in Re dw oods  Valle y. It's  about 
750 m trs  long. Again up h ill but as  s m ooth  as  
s ilk . Again once  you're  dow n to about 50ft AGL 
you're  com m itte d as  th e  h ills  ris e  q uite  s te e ply 
on th e  oth e r e nd. I fly onto th is  one  re gularly.

Re m e m be r th e  ne xt airs trip fly around w ill be  
in Nove m be r, De ce m be r or January. 

Se e  you th e re .

You w ill re call in a pre vious  is s ue  I m e ntione d Gle nny Joh ns on h ad jus t tak e n de live ry 
of h is  ne w  H um m ingbird h e licoptor k it. Th at w as  June  or July 2007. I ofte n call around 
to h ave  a look  and offe r advice . As  you do. Th e  fus e  is  large ly com ple te  w ith  controls  
fitte d, tail boom  is  fitte d w ith  tail rotor and drive  s h aft ins talle d, e ngine  is  ins talle d and 
w aiting for controls  to be  conne cte d. Gle nny is  re ally s te pping up th e  pace . It s h ould 
be  flying w ith in a fe w  s h ort m onth s . Th at re m inds  m e  I m us t go around th e re  and s ign 
h im  up as  a m e m be r. W h ile  h e  doe s n't fly a m icroligh t h e  can't be  h aving all th is  
publicity w ith out be ing a m e m be r of RAANZ  can h e ?

Anoth e r m icroligh t proje ct unde r cons truction locally is  a Pie te npol Air-cam pe r. Th is  
proje ct w as  s tarte d e arly Octobe r w ith  a fe w  le ngth s  of "W e s te rn H e m lock " tim be r and 
about 8 s h e e ts  of aircraft q uality plyw ood. Alre ady th e  fus e  h as  be e n com ple te d, 
rudde r, fin, e le vator and s tabilis e r is  com ple te , all w ing ribs  and s pars  are  com ple te  
and one  w ing is  "on th e  jig" be ing as s e m ble d as  I w rite  th is . Th is  Pie te npol w ill be  
pow e re d w ith  a 7 cyl 110 h p Rote c radial m otor.

Colin Gibs on in Brigh tw ate r h as  alm os t finis h e d building h is  gyro and th at one  s h ould 
be  in th e  air be fore  long.

Th ats  it for now . Me rry Xm as  to all and a h appy ne w  ye ar.
Bob W agne r Ne ls on Microligh t Club. 



From  th e  boile r room - w h at's  h appe ning in RAANZ  adm in.

AGM   All done , th ank s  to th e  te am  up at W h angare i for h os ting it- th e y alw ays  do 
th ings  w e ll.
* Ne w  m e m be rs .  Ple as ing to s e e  th e  s tack  of ne w  m e m be rs  ove r th e  las t fe w  m onth s . 
Th e  fine  w e ath e r ce rtainly brings  ne w  inte re s t.
* Me m be rs h ip re ne w als .  Th e re  are  q uite  a num be r w h o are  ove rdue  for m e m be rs h ip 
and BFR re ne w als .  Probably be e n putting it off until th e  s illy s e as on is  ove r and th e  
good w e ath e r arrive s .  W e ll, good ne w s  on both  counts !  Ge t out th e re , nail your 
ins tructor, ge t your BFR and re ne w  your m e m be rs h ip.  Th at w ay th e re  is  no ne e d to 
h ide  w h e n th e  fe ds  com e  round.
* National fly-in at W aipuk urau. Ge tting clos e r- th e  guys  are  w e ll into organis ing it, th e  
m e t guys  s ay La Nina w ill be  on our s ide , and it is  alre ady 2008.  Soone r th an you 
th ink !  Re gis tration form s  are  on th e  RAANZ  w e bs ite .
* Cre dit card and dire ct cre dit paym e nts .  Th ank s  to th os e  us ing th is  m e th od of 
paym e nt.  De tails  are  on th e  re m inde rs  I s e nd out e ach  m onth .  Ple as e  be  s ure  to 
include  e ith e r your nam e  or m e m be rs h ip num be r w h e n paying- I h ave  h ad a couple  of 
unide ntifie d paym e nts  th at took  a bit of track ing dow n.    
* Club m e m be rs h ip lis ts .  Club s e cre tarie s , re m e m be r I can e as ily provide  you w ith  a 
s um m ary of your m e m be rs ' s tatus  from  th e  RAANZ  databas e .  And ple as e  als o advis e  
m e  of club office rs  afte r your AGMs  s o m y re cords  re m ain curre nt.

Ne w  m e m be rs : H arry De vonis h , Grah am  Stok e s , Colin Th om as , Gary Boulton, Joh n 
Irving, Mas k a Le w is , Lyall Je ns e n, Mich ae l D'Alton, Larry Price , Ke nne th  Gallach e r, 
Raym ond Paine , Grant Porte r, Bruce  Us s h e r, Brian W orboys , Ronnie  Kum ar, Sim on 
Bagnall, Sam ue l Balle y, H e dle y H aw th orne , Colin Ch alm e rs , Francis  H urch e tte , David 
Black w ood, Sim on Adam s , H aydn 
W righ t, Tre vor Robins , Ste ph e n South e y

Exam  pas s e s : Ph illip Ch alm e rs

Upgrade s :
Te s t Pilot: Jam e s  Grant
Inte rm e diate : Ph ilip Gue rin, Sim on 
Lock ie , Ge orge  Sands
Advance d Local: Barry Sm yth , W yns ton 
H arris
Advance d National: Mich ae l W alk e r, 
Stuart Gre e n, Franz Re ine ck e , Je ffre y 
Brow nle s s
Fligh t Ins tructor: Rich m ond W h ite
Se nior Fligh t Ins tructor: Pe te r Tre anor, Murray H argre ave s

Ch e e rs  and s afe  flying, Stuart Park e r - RAANZ  Adm in  - w w w .raanz.org.nz

PO Box 15-016, Dins dale , H am ilton.



H um an Factors  - Stuart Park e r

From  1 April 2008, RAANZ  w ill be  adding H um an Factors  to th e  e xam s  re q uire d to h old 
a RAANZ  pilot ce rtificate .

Th e  care , m ainte nance  and airw orth ine s s  of th e  pe rs on flying an aircraft is  as  
im portant as  th at of th e  aircraft its e lf. W e  probably all k now  of incide nts  involving 
pe rfe ctly s e rvice able  aircraft w h e re  th e  PIC h as  not be e n pe rform ing to s pe cification. 
Any inform ation th at h e lps  to k e e p th e  PIC in th e  gre e n arc is  im portant. More  th an th at-
it m ay s ave  a life - yours , your be s t m ate s , or your pas s e nge rs .

Th e  online  Training Manual h as  be e n update d w ith  a H um an Factors  s e ction (go to 
w w w .raanz.org.nz, th e n click  on Training Manual th e n H um an Factors ). It include s  
s e ctions  cove ring vis ion, re s piration, pre s s ure  ch ange s , balance  and orie ntation, 
te m pe rature  and clim ate , m e ntal and ps ych ological factors , G force s , and adve rs e  
m e dical factors . Th e s e  h ave  be e n tailore d to cove r th e  flying conditions  and factors  
m os t re le vant to m icroligh t 
flying.

From  1 April 2008 e xam  
pape rs  w ill be  is s ue d w ith  th e  
ne w  H um an Factors  pape r 
include d. Th e  e xam  is  a 20 
q ue s tion m ulti-ch oice  pape r, 
re q uiring a 70%  m ark  to pas s . 
You w ill ne e d to pas s  Law , 
Navigation, Me te orological, 
Te ch nical and H um an 
Factors  be fore  be ing is s ue d 
w ith  a RAANZ  Inte rm e diate  or 
Advance d pilot ce rtificate .

For th os e  alre ady in th e  
s ys te m  w ith  Inte rm e diate  or 
Advance d ce rtificate s , you 
w ill not ne e d to s it th e  H um an 
Factor e xam . But w e ll w orth  a 
re ad th rough  th e  H um an 
Factors  s e ction of th e  
Training  Manual to brus h  up 
on your k now le dge  and 
appre ciation of th is  im portant 
are a of aviation.



Minute s  of th e  2007 Annual Ge ne ral Me e ting of th e
 Re cre ational Aircraft As s ociation of NZ  Inc.

 H e ld at North e rn Re cre ational Flying Club Inc clubroom s , W h angare i airfie ld on Saturday Nove m be r 17th , 2007.

1.Anton Law re nce  (ch airm an) ope ne d th e  m e e ting at 11:00 am  and w e lcom e d th os e  pre s e nt.

2.Proxie s  w e re  confirm e d for- ARMAC Anton Law re nce  15, BOPMA Stuart Park e r 64, CRAC Bre nt Th om ps on 
103, GFG Ian Sinclair 43, NMC Alas tair H art 23, NRFC H e ath e r Rye  53, SCMC Ian Sinclair 37, SRAC Evan 
Gardine r 55, W MLC Murray Payne  25 W ith  59 .9 %  of m e m be rs  re pre s e nte d, a q uorum  w as  de clare d. Approx 50 
m e m be rs  w e re  in atte ndance , including 6 Exe cutive  m e m be rs .

3.Exe cutive  Me m be rs  pre s e nt- Anton Law re nce  (ch air), Ian Sinclair, Evan Gardine r, Bre nt Th om ps on, Paul 
W oodle y, Stuart Park e r (s e cre tary)

4.Apologie s  w e re  re ce ive d from - Logan McLe an, Pe te r Ke rnoh an, Colin Ale xande r, Be rt Gre gory, Don W is e , Rob 
Pe ck , Ge orge  Taylor

5.Th e  m inute s  of th e  2006 AGM w e re   tak e n as  re ad and dis cus s e d.  
Matte rs  aris ing from  th e  m inute s  w e re
i.406MH z be acons .  To be  cove re d in Ge ne ral Bus ine s s
Move d:  Th at th e  m inute s  be  acce pte d as  corre ct (Stuart Park e r/Anton Law re nce /carrie d).

6.Anton Law re nce   re ad th e  Pre s ide nt's  Re port. 
i.NZ  Air Gam e s - on again/off again, no indication of re al inte re s t from  RAANZ  m e m be rs .
ii.Training Manual- H um an factors  s e ction adde d, navigation s e ction due  for re vie w / upgrade .
iii.Anton de clare d h is  inte ntion to s tand dow n from  th is  pos ition once  a s uitable  re place m e nt is  found and up to 
s pe e d.
Move d:  Th at th e  Pre s ide nt's  re port be  acce pte d  (Anton Law re nce /Ian Sinclair/carrie d).

7.Stuart Park e r re ad th e  Tre as ure r's  Re port.   
i.Note d th at th e  accounts  are  not ye t s igne d off by th e  auditors  pe nding ce rtificate s  from  th e  bank s  re  final 
account balance s .  W ill be  pos te d on RAANZ  w e bs ite  and Re gis try of Incorporate d Socie tie s  w h e n com ple te .
ii.Annual s ubs cription to be  dis cus s e d in Ge ne ral Bus ine s s  follow ing th e  Re cPilot re m it.
Move d:  Th at th e  Tre as ure r's  re port be  acce pte d  (Stuart Park e r/Paul W oodle y/carrie d).

8.Evan Gardine r re ad th e  Ope rations  Office r's  Re port.  
i.Good ye ar w ith  no s e rious /fatal accide nts .  But vigilance  alw ays  re q uire d.
ii.Fligh t Ins tructor s e m inars  w e ll atte nde d, th ank s  to CAA for th e ir involve m e nt in organis ing and funding th e s e .
iii.RAANZ  FRTO  s ubm itte d to CAA, e xam  q ue s tion pool to be  com ple te d.
iv.Th ank s  to Bay of Ple nty club for h os ting 2006 national fly-in at W aih i at s h ort notice .
v.2007 national fly-in at W aipuk urau March  7/8/9 , h os te d by H aw k e s  Bay club.  Planning w e ll unde r w ay.
Move d:  Th at th e  Ope rations  re port be  acce pte d  (Evan Gardine r/Stuart Park e r/carrie d).

9 .Anton Law re nce  re ad th e  Te ch nical Office r's  Re port.
i.Pe rm its  ne e d to be  k e pt up to date  to m atch  aircraft configuration (e ngine , prop, e tc)
ii.406MH Z  be acons .  Be com e s  law  on 22 Nove m be r 2007, m andatory from  July 2008.
iii.Anton de clare d h is  inte ntion to s tand dow n from  th is  pos ition once  a s uitable  re place m e nt is  found and up to 
s pe e d.
Move d:  Th at th e  Te ch nical re port be  acce pte d  (Anton Law re nce /Evan Gardine r/carrie d).
Move d:  Vote  of th ank s  to Anton for h is  role  as  Pre s ide nt and Te ch nical Office r(Ian Sinclair/Evan 
Gardine r/carrie d).

10.Ele ction of Office rs .
Re s ignations  w e re  re ce ive d from  Pe te r Ke rnoh an (im m e diate ) and Anton Law re nce  (on re cruitm e nt of a s uitable  
candidate ), cre ating tw o vacancie s  on th e  Exe cutive .
Th e re  w as  one  nom ination for e xe cutive - W illie  Morton (Evan Gardine r/Brian Mille tt) W ith  no furth e r nom inations  
from  th e  floor, W illie  w as  e le cte d unoppos e d.
Th e  s e condm e nt of s uitable  pe ople  to as s is t th e  e xe cutive  w ith  s pe cial proje cts  to be  dis cus s e d in Ge ne ral 
Bus ine s s .

11.Re m its
Cante rbury Re cre ational Aircraft As s ociation
“Th e  RAANZ  e xe cutive  w ill unde rtak e  to ne gotiate  w ith  th e  SAA s uch  a w ay in w h ich   ''Sport Flying' can be  
adopte d as  th e  official RAANZ  m agazine , including s om e  num be r of page s  or ins e rt of m icroligh t and RAANZ  
s pe cific inform ation e ith e r as  part of 'Sport Flying' or as  an ins e rt, and be  provide d to RAANZ  m e m be rs  fre e  of 



ch arge  as  part of th e  annual s ubs cription fe e  (s uch  as  to be  s e t at th e  AGM) w h ils t dis continuing publication of 
th e  Re cre ational Pilot”
Cons ide rable  dis cus s ion from  th e  floor on th is  is s ue .  Ge ne ral fe e ling w as  th at RAANZ  ide ntity s h ould be  
re taine d, and th at w h e n m e m be rs  contribute , th e  Re cPilot is  a good re ad.  Th e  is s ue   of contributions  to th e  
m agazine  w ould re m ain if include d in 'Sport Flying'.
Move d: Th at th e  CRAC re m it be  acce pte d (Bre nt Th om ps on/Paul W oodle y/de fe ate d)

12.Ge ne ral Bus ine s s  
i.Annual s ubs criptions .  Give n th at w e  are  funding activitie s  out of s ubs criptions  w ith  a m ode s t s urplus ,  w ith  
no e xtraordinary activitie s  s ch e dule d for ne xt ye ar, and no additional cos ts  re lating to m agazine  publication, 
re com m e nd th at s ubs  re m ain at $65 pe r annum . 
Move d:  Th at s ubs criptions  re m ain at $65 pe r annum .  (Stuart Park e r/Ian Sinclair/carrie d).
ii.406MH z ELT/PLB.  Mandatory from  June  2008.  Evan h as  s pok e n to one  s upplie r about a pos s ible  m e m be r 
bulk  purch as e  de al- m os t lik e ly a fixe d date  one -tim e  purch as e  w ith  de pos it or full paym e nt at tim e  of orde ring. 
RAANZ  to do m ailout to m e m be rs  once  de al e s tablis h e d.
Agre e d:  Evan to inve s tigate  a bulk  purch as e  de al.
iii.Spe cial proje ct as s is tance .  Various  activitie s  s uch  as  training Manual upgrade s  ne e d s pe cialis t e xpe rtis e  and 
as s is tance  be yond th e  e xe cutive , and w ill m ak e  be tte r progre s s  if th at as s is tance  is  at le as t partially 
com pe ns ate d- e g com m is s ion W agte ndonk  to re vam p th e   Navigation s e ction of our Training Manual.
Agre e d:  Th at th e  Exe cutive  cons ide r paid e xte rnal re s ource  to progre s s  im portant Spe cial Proje cts  to th e  
be ne fit of th e  organis ation and its  m e m be rs .
iv.Re x Ke nny/CAA.  Re x note d th e  good RAANZ  ins tructor atte ndance  at th e  re ce nt Ins tructional Te ch niq ue s  
s e m inars .  H e  als o note d th at RTF proce dure s  and s tandards  re m ain an is s ue  in s pe cific re gions , and ne e d 
s om e  atte ntion.  H e  als o outline d progre s s  on th e  Part 115 Adve nture  Aviation, LSA and Re cre ational Pilot rule s .
Agre e d:  Th ank s  to Re x for h is  continue d active  s upport of m icroligh t inte re s ts  in th e  CAA.

13.Th e re  be ing no furth e r bus ine s s , Anton th ank e d th e  NRFC for h os ting th e  AGM and clos e d th e  m e e ting at 
12:45 pm .

Pre s ide nts  re port. Anton Law re nce
It h as  be e n a q uite  ye ar in th e  RAANZ  e xe c, proje cts  w e  w e re  h oping to h ave  com ple te d by th is  AGM h ave  
s tum ble d a little  and ne e d input from  out s ide  th e  e xe c to h e lp th e m  be com e  com ple te .

Th e  firs t of th e s e  is  th e  RAANZ  FRTO e xam . Th is  took  a lot longe r to be  re vie w e d by CAA th an e xpe cte d, th e re  
w e re  a num be r of ch ange s  to th e  te xt re q uire d and Stuart h as  tak e n care  of th e s e . Th e  re al is s ue  now  is  to 
provide  an e xam  pool large  e nough  to s atis fy CAA. Th is  w ill re q uire  th re e  e xam  s e ts  to be  produce d, and th is  is  
w h e re  I th ink  w e  ne e d h e lp. It’s  m y opinion th at it is  unre as onable  to e xpe ct th e  e xe c and as  h as  be e n th e  cas e  
in th e  pas t th e  pre s ide nt to do all th e  w ork . W e  h ave  a vas t k now le dge  and e xpe rie nce  bas e  in our rank s  and w e  
ne e d to be  able  to h ook  into th is  if w e  are  going to m ove  forw ard. I h ope  th e  e xe c w ill find a w ay to us e  th is  
k now le dge  bas e  to its  advantage .

Th e  s e cond proje ct w e  h ad our s igh ts  on w as  th e  upgrade  of fligh t training m anual. Our m anual is  not brok e n 
and I don’t th ink  th e re  are  m any e rrors  w ith in, it doe s  ne e d th e  navigation s e ction re vie w e d and brough t up to 
date  to include  th e  us e  of fligh t com pute rs , w iz  w h e e l e tc and th e  us e  of GPS.
Oth e r s e ctions  m ay ne e d updating to re fle ct ch ange s  in re gulations  e tc.
It h as  be e n s ugge s te d th at w e  ge t th e  m anuals  produce d and com pile d out s ide  of RAANZ  but as  s tate d I fe e l w e  
h ave  ve ry m uch  th e  core  of a good m anual and once  again w e  ne e d to bring in th e  k now le dge  bas e  of our 
m e m be rs  to s e e  th is  proje ct com ple te d.

I didn’t ge t to th ank  Colin and h is  te am  for organiz ing th e  las t RAANZ  fly-in at W aih i, s trong w inds  k e pt th e  
num be rs  dow n but it w as  s till a good w e e k e nd out flying, s o Colin th ank s  ve ry m uch  for th e  e ffort put in. Ne xt 
ye ar's  fly in w ill be  at W aipuk urau and s h ould be  a crack e r. I s pe nt 10 days  in W aipuk urau a fe w  ye ars  ago 
tow ing H ang Glide rs  up at th e ir nationals  s o I k now  h ow  gre at th e  flying is  around th e re . I h ope  th e  w e ath e r 
h olds  up and it is  a gre at s ucce s s .  I w ould lik e  to s e e  th e  introduction of FAI tas k s  in th e  com pe tition line  up 
and m aybe  th e  organize rs  can look  at th is , th e  FAI w e bs ite  h as  all th e  info.

Th e  Ne w  Z e aland Air Gam e s  is  be ing run s traigh t afte r Ch ris tm as  at W anak a and RAANZ  h as  be e n invite d to 
atte nd. W e  h ave  h ad trouble  drum m ing up s upport for th is  and as  it h as  be e n an on-again off-again on again 
affair w e  h ave  not h ad th e  tim e  to organize  m uch  and it is  m y fe e ling th at w e  opt out th is  ye ar and try prope rly 
ne xt ye ar if w e  can. Th at be ing s aid if th e re  is  a group of pilots  w h o fe e l th e y can put th e  e ffort in at th is  late  
s tage  th e n w e  s h ould s upport th e m . You can contact Stuart or m e  for m ore  de tails .

I w ould lik e  to tak e  th is  opportunity to th ank  th e  e xe c for th e ir w ork  th is  ye ar and e s pe cially Stuart for h is  e fforts  
in running th e  day to day bus ine s s  of RAANZ . I w ill as  e xplaine d in m y Te ch  re port be  re s igning as  pre s ide nt 
and th is  w ill be  im m e diate , I w ill of cours e  s tay on as  e x pre s ide nt. Safe  flying - Anton Law re nce



Te ch  office r re port. Anton Law re nce
It h ad s tarte d out as  a q uie t ye ar in th e  te ch  de partm e nt but as  th e  ye ar w e nt on a num be r of m inor 
m odifications  cam e  th rough  th e  s ys te m .

One  is s ue  w h ich  k e e ps  com ing up and ne e ds  cons tant re m inding is  th at of th e  pe rm it to fly. I h ave  ins pe cte d 
s e ve ral aircraft only to find th e  e ngine  or prope lle r are  not th e  s am e  as  th at s h ow n on th e  pe rm it. As  th e  pe rm it 
is  th e  le gal docum e nt w h ich  allow s  your aircraft to fly it m us t accurate ly re pre s e nt your aircraft. You can’t h ave  
a GSC prop on th e  pe rm it and an Ivo prop on th e  aircraft for ins tance . CAA w ill in m os t cas e s  is s ue  a ne w  
pe rm it for fre e  on re q ue s t.  Als o re m e m be r th at ch anging an e ngine  or prop for a diffe re nt type  is  a m odification 
w h ich  in ge ne ral te rm s  w ould m ak e  you annual condition ins pe ction invalid and re q uire  a m odification approval 
and re -ins pe ction. 

Ove r th e  las t couple  of ye ar CAA h ave  be e n w ork ing on a propos e d rule  ch ange  to th e  fitting of ELT / PLB. Th e  
ne w  rule  h as  now  be e n s igne d by th e  Minis te r of trans port and be com e s  law  on th e  22nd of th is  
m onth . RAANZ  h ad m ade  a s ubm is s ion on th e  ne w  rule  along w ith  a num be r of oth e r organizations  and oth e r 
aviation groups .
Th e  re s ult for us  is  th at all m icroligh ts  w h ich  fly furth e r th an 10nm  from  bas e  w ill be  re q uire d to h ave  an ELT 
ins talle d or carry a PLB re gis te re d in NZ  and to th e  aircraft in th e  cas e  of an ELT or pe rs on on-board in th e  cas e  
of a PLB. If th e  PLB is  to be  us e d on a club aircraft th e n contact de tails  w ill ne e d to be  provide d and a m e ans  of 
ide ntifying th os e  in th e  aircraft.  Th e re  is  a trans itional pe riod for th is  rule  to apply w h ich  goe s  th rough  to July 

Ope rations  Re port 2007
Be fore  w riting th is  re vie w  I us ually go back  ove r s om e  re ce nt ops  re ports  I h ave  w ritte n. Principally to try and 
find s om e  ins piration, but als o to m ak e  s om e  e ffort not to re pe at m ys e lf too blatantly. Eve n s o, I am  de ligh te d to 
re port, once  again, th at th e  ye ar 2006/2007 h as  be e n anoth e r s ucce s s ful ye ar of m icroligh t ope rations  from  a 
s afe ty point of vie w . Ve ry fe w  s e rious  accide nts  or incide nts  w e re  re corde d during th is  pe riod unde r re vie w . 

Not too m any ye ars  ago, th e re  w e re  s om e  om inous  rum blings  from  th e  m ore  traditional aviation groups  th at th e  
s te p-up m any of our m e m be rs  w e re  m ak ing into h igh  pe rform ance  m icroligh t aircraft w ould s h ow  s uch  s e rious  
de ficie ncie s  in our pilot s k ill le ve ls , th at airs pace  ch aos , and de ath  and de s truction w ould be  ine vitable . 
Th ank fully, th is  h as  not h appe ne d and th e re  is  no doubt th at th e  cre dibility of our organis ation and th e  ongoing 
e s tablis h m e nt of m iroligh t aircraft as  an attractive  option for s port pilots  in NZ , h as  be e n due , at le as t in part, to 
our e xce lle nt fligh t s afe ty re cord ove r re ce nt ye ars . Sure , w e  acce pte d at th e  tim e  th at th e  bar ne e de d to be  
rais e d for th os e  pilots  ch oos ing to fly h igh  pe rform ance  aircraft and th e  m ajor re vie w  of our ope rations  and 
proce dure s  m anuals  th re e  ye ars  ago w as  tim e ly and ne ce s s ary. 

H ow e ve r, as  an organis ation, or an individual, th e re  is  no ups ide  to fe e ling com place nt w h e n look ing back  at a 
re ce nt accide nt fre e  pe riod. Accide nts  are  jus t w aiting to h appe n to th e  com place nt. All pilots  m us t m aintain th e  
h igh e s t pos s ible  s tandards  in airm ans h ip for th is  tre nd to continue . 
RAANZ  is  inde e d fortunate  to h ave  a de dicate d te am  of Ins tructors  and ATOs  le ading th e  w ay in prom oting a 
s afe ty culture  in our s port. Our Ins tructors ’ contribution to m inim al incide nts  and re porte d e xam ple s  of bad 
airm ans h ip in re ce nt tim e s  is  ack now le dge d and appre ciate d.

It w as  ple as ing to note  th at m icroligh t ins tructors  w e re  ve ry w e ll re pre s e nte d at th e  re ce nt CAA Fligh t Ins tructor 
s e m inars . Th e s e  s e m inars  are  a valuable  tool to e ncourage  m ore  e ffe ctive  ins tructional te ch niq ue s  and provide  
an opportunity for ins tructors  from  all branch e s  of aviation to pool th e ir com bine d k now le dge  for th e  gre ate r 
good, re gardle s s  of th e ir particular affiliation. It ne e ds  to be  ack now le dge d th at th e  te am  at CAA provide s  th e  
initiative  and re s ource s  th at m ak e s  th e s e  s e m inars  s o s ucce s s ful. W e  do appre ciate  th at.

Tw e lve  m onth s  ago I note d in th e  ops  re port th at a RAANZ  is s ue d FRTO w as  im m ine nt. Unfortunate ly, m any 
m onth s  late r, w h e n CAA finally found th e  tim e  to re vie w  our draft of th e  training s yllabus  and q ue s tion pool - w e  
ne e de d to go back  and do s om e  m ajor re vis ion on both . Th e  re vis e d s yllabus  h as  be e n w ith  CAA for s om e  tim e  
now  but th e  e xam  q ue s tion pool is  s till only partly com ple te d. I do apologis e  on be h alf of th e  e xe cutive  as  I 
k now  th at m any m e m be rs  w ill be  dis appointe d w ith  th is  de lay. 

I didn’t m ak e  it to th e  las t National fly-in at W aih i Be ach , but by all accounts  it w as  a ve ry s ucce s s ful e ve nt. 
Th ank s  to th e  BOP m icroligh t club for putting th e ir h and up and organis ing th e  e ve nt at s uch  s h ort notice . 

H ope fully you h ave  note d th e  w e e k e nd of 7-9 th  of March , be ing th e  date s  for our ne xt National fly-in at 
W aipuk urau Airfie ld. Ke n McKe e  and h is  w illing band of h e lpe rs  h ave  book e d s om e  good w e ath e r and planne d 
an inte re s ting itine rary. 

Safe  flying, Evan Gardine r - Ops . Office r 



ne xt ye ar. I w ould lik e  to th ink  th is  w ill give  RAANZ  or oth e r group’s  tim e  to organize  a bulk  purch as e  to h e lp 
w ith  th e  cos t of com pliance .

I h ave  be e n Te ch  office r for a fe w  ye ars  now  and h ave  s e e n s om e  good proje cts  com e  to fruition w ith  th e  Te ch  
CD produce d las t ye ar be ing m y m ajor contribution to RAANZ . Unfortunate ly pe rs onal com m itm e nts  to m y 
fam ily w ith  young ch ildre n re q uiring m ore  of m y s e rvice s , m e ans  I w ill be  look ing to h and ove r th e  re ins  to a 
ne w  Te ch  office r. In orde r for RAANZ  to re m ain com pliant w ith  CAA th is  re s ignation w ill not be  im m e diate  but 
w ill h appe n w h e n a s uitable  ne w  Te ch  office r is  found. Of cours e  I w ill s till be  around to offe r as s is tance  and 
advice  to any ne w  applicant.

Safe  flying  Anton Law re nce



W anak a Air Gam e s  2008 - From  th e  NRFC Ne w s le tte r
W h at a privile ge  it w as  to be  involve d in th e  inaugural Air Gam e , and for our club to h ave  th e  
w inning Microligh t pilot Be rt Gre gory. Be rt w as  th e  olde s t pilot at th e  e ve nt, and w on 1s t 
pos ition in a Microligh t in th e  1s t Air Gam e s . Congratulations  Be rt. W h at a w onde rful re cord 
to h old and one  th at h e  can be  ve ry proud of and our club is  e q ually proud of h im  and h is  
s h ow cas ing of our club.

Th e  gam e s , th e  1s t of its  k ind in th e  w orld, h ad about 10 dis cipline s  of aviation including 
Microligh ts , Expe rim e ntal, Tige r Moth s , Glide rs , Balloons , Sk y Diving, Para Motors , 
Ae robatics , Para Ponts ,  H ang Gliding,  H e licopte rs  and Mode l Aircraft.  Many com pe titors  
cam e  from  ove rs e as  and w e re  th e  w orlds  be s t, w atch ing s om e  e ve nts  th e  e xce lle nce  of th e  
com pe titors  ce rtainly s h ow e d and lifte d th e  bar for NZ  to as pire  to.  Som e  e ve nts  w e re  truly 
s pe ctacular, th e  film ing and vie w ing on a big s cre e n w as  aw e s om e  and it fe lt as  th ough  th e  
e ve nt w as  jus t in front of you ins te ad of be ing s om e  k ilom e tre s  aw ay, i.e . Ballooning or H ang 
Gliding .  Many of th e  s pe ctators  cam e  and naturally w ande re d ove r to th e  Runw ay to vie w  
th e  action but it w as n’t ve ry long be fore  th e y turne d around and s at and w atch e d th e  action 
on th e  big s cre e n.  You m ay h ave  s e e n s om e  of th e  action on th e  TV ne w s , and th e re  w ill 
e xtra Air Gam e s  action on Sk y TV on 20th  and 21s t  January. Als o e ach  com pe titor w ill be  
give n a DVD of 3 1/2 h ours  of th e  s h ow  w h ich  I am  s ure  Be rt w ill s h are  w ith  us  all.

Th e re  are  plans  to h ave  W orld Air Gam e s  in Turin Italy 2009 , bas e d on th e  conce pt w e  
s h ow cas e d h e re  in NZ . Som e  of th e  e ve nts  w e re  m ore  s pe ctacular th an oth e rs , one  aw e s om e  
e ve nt w as  th e  Para Ponts   and a couple  of com pe titors  h ad ribbons  s im ilar to Gym nas tics  
and th e y fle w  and tw irle d th e  ribbons  in am azing patte rns  all about 100 fe e t dow n to truly 
ground le ve l. Oth e rs  w e re  turning ve rtical 360 de gre e  w ith  a Parach ute ; if th e y m is judge d th e  
turn th e y w ould fall into th e  parach ute  and th e re fore  th e  ground, s h ow e d w onde rful 
e xpe rtis e . Anoth e r e ve nt th e  Sk y Dive rs  h ad Sm ok e  Flare s  attach e d to th e ir fe e t and th e re  
s tunts  w e re  jus t aw e s om e  including landing dow nw ind. Th e  ae robatics  h ad a ne w  conce pt 
w h e re  th e  pilots  w e re  flying a cours e  and ch alle nge  w ith  vis ual 3D s h ow ing on s cre e ns  in th e  
aircraft.  Th e y fle w  th e  cours e  according to w h at th e y could s e e  on th e  s cre e n in th e  cock pit 
and on th e  big s cre e n w e  could s e e  th e  3D im age s  and th e  aircraft flying in th rough  and 
around th e  im age s , am azing.

For our e ve nt w e  de s igne d a triangle  cours e  w h ich  alth ough  m ore  ch alle nging for th e  pilots  
(th e y w e re  up to it) and flying  be low  500 fe e t, it allow e d for th e  race  to be  vie w e d e as ily from  
th e  ground. Th e re  w e re  3 circuits  and as  th e y cros s e d th e  finis h  line , and it w as  clos e , th e  
s pe e d w as  146 k ts . W e  are  ch alle nge d to th ink  of a com pe titive  conce pt th at is  fully s afe  but 
m ore  com pe titive  and vis ually e xciting.

Th e re  w e re  only 3 aircraft finally com ple te d in our e ve nt 1s t  DynAe ro Be rt Gre gory, 2nd Alpi 
300 Logan McLe an, 3rd Alpi 300 Ros s  Marfe ll.  Oth e r Aircraft w ith dre w  for various  re as ons  
and unfortunate ly RAANZ  and SAC ch os e  not to s upport th e  e ve nt.  Th is  w as  a s h am e  as  it 
w as  a gre at e ve nt w ith  h uge  TV cove rage  and a opportunity to s h ow cas e  Microligh t Flying 
and th e ir place  in aviation.

Be rt fle w  th e  DynAe ro, w h ich  is  ow ne d by Brynn Lock ie  from  Parak ai.  It h as  a 100h p  Rotax, 
low  w ing, CSU unit, and cruis e  145k ts , Glas s  Pane l. A h igh ly capable  cros s  country aircraft, It 
took   us  3h rs  50m in Parak ai to Rangoria. Ce rtainly w as  a love ly m ach ine  to fly and Be rt re ally 
e njoye d th e  ch alle nge  and w as  ve ry proud to bring h om e  th e  troph y to Brynn at Parak ai. 
Congratulations  to  Be rt &  DynAe ro



W ings  ove r W oodville

Fe ilding air fie ld bas e d Manaw atu Microligh t club once  again h os te d th e  firs t NZ  
aviation e ve nt of th e  Ne w  Ye ar, th e ir annual Ne w  Ye ars  Day fly in on "Ath be y Farm " 
airs trip at W oodville . Th is  w e ll e s tablis h e d e ve nt attracte d aviation e nth us ias ts  from  
Ne w  Plym outh  to Ble nh e im  w ith  aircraft flying in from  Napie r, H as tings , W aipuk urau, 
Taih ape , Stratford, H aw e ra, Bulls , Fe ilding, Le vin, Mas te rton and Carte rton. Of th e  23 
aircraft, 20 fle w  in and lande d, one  w as  traile re d in, as s e m ble d and taxie d, dis m antle d 
and traile re d aw ay, and 2 be caus e  of cros s  w ind w e re  unable  to contact te rra firm a. 
Firs t of type  to vis it “Ath be y Farm ” airs trip w e re  note d as , Drifte r, Z e nith  601, Bantam , 
Alpi 200, Europa, Stolph , Jabaru, Te cnam  P9 6, DH  Ch ipm unk , PA 22, RV 10. H igh ligh t 
of th e  day w as  th e  flying dis play by Ne il Je ps e n (MIJ), Ralph  Saxe  (JIT) and Ste ph e n 
Ch ubb (RCR). It w as  note d th at once  again club m e m be rs  w e re  out num be re d by SAC, 
GA and e nth us ias ts  from  oth e r w alk s  of life . A h e ad count put atte nding num be rs  at 
approxim ate ly 55. Club Captain Ed Eve nbly in addre s s ing th e  gath e ring e xpre s s e d 
th ank s  to th os e  be h ind th e  s ce ne s  w h o organize d th e  day, and w as  gre e te d by a h uge  

applaus e  by th os e  pre s e nt, w h ich  
give s  a m e as ure  of th e  s upport for 
th is  pre m ium  e ve nt th e  club h os ts  
e ach  ye ar, e vide nt by its  continual 
grow th .

Th e  e ve nt film e d by Tararua 
Te le vis ion h as  alre ady gone  to air, 
and a DVD ($20 plus  P &  P) is  
available . Ple as e  note  th at an 
e diting glitch  h as  re s ulte d in 
MDSFC cre dits  in s om e  place s , 
e ve n th ough  th e  docum e ntary w as  
introduce d and clos e d as  MMC.



FOR SALE: TECNAM P2004 BRAVO
S/N: 016, Z K-TNM, firs t flow n: 22 Se p 2005, TTSN: 410 h r Condition: 
as  ne w , 9 .5 ins ide  and out: alw ays  h angare d, ne ve r us e d for ‘ab 
initio’ training. Th e  P2004 Bravo is  Te cnam ’s  late s t m icroligh t: it 
h as  th e  tape re d, cantile ve re d, lam inar flow  w ing, w h ich , toge th e r 
w ith  th e  up-turne d w ingtips  and s tre am line d fus e lage , give s  
incre as e d s pe e d and range . Th e  afte rm ark e t Idovario In-fligh t 
Variable  Pitch  prop im prove s  tak e -off and clim b pe rform ance .

Pow e re d by th e  ultra-re liable , 100 h p, Rotax 9 12 w ate r-coole d 
e ngine . 100 lt fue l tank s  give  m ore  th an 5 h ours  e ndurance . Full 

m ainte nance  h is tory; 400 h r Ch e ck  jus t done . All logs  up to date .

Factory-fitte d e xtras : Carb H e at and Cabin H e at. Oth e r e xtras  
fitte d: Idovario In-fligh t Variable  Pitch  prop: 320 h rs  TTSN, 2 x 
KSE-35L8H C2 Life  Ve s ts , 2 x DRE H e ads e ts , Tie  Dow n Kit
Avionics : ICOM IC-A200 Com m  Radio, PS Engine e ring PM501 
Inte rcom , Garm in GPSMAP 29 6 colour GPS, Garm in GTX 327 
Trans ponde r, 4 core  ELT cable  ins talle d re ady for a 406 Mh z ELT

Aircraft can be  purch as e d on its  ow n or toge th e r w ith  its  pare nt 
com pany, Bravo 5 Lim ite d, w h ich  is  an IRD approve d, GST re gis te re d, Los s  Attributing Qualifying 
Com pany. Le as e back  Agre e m e nt curre ntly in force  w ith  th e  North e rn Re cre ational Flying Club: can be  
te rm inate d anytim e . Le as e back  and Partne rs h ip Agre e m e nts  available  for “turn-k e y” s e t up w ith  a ne w  
Flying Club or Sch ool.

Re place m e nt cos t: $160,000 +  GST, As k ing price : $129 ,000 +  GST:
 Re as onable  offe rs  cons ide re d. Ge nuine  re as on for s ale .

CONTACT any one  of th e  partne rs : Adrian:021566747, Ne il:0219 48810,
H e ath e r: 027801001, Gary: 02749 83287, Jack : (09 )4361113






