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From the President
Rodger Ward

| would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Safe and enjoyable Festive season and New
Year.

Keep an eye on the weather, watch out for fading daylight for those last flights of the day and be
very careful trying to do something you have not practised for a while just because you have a bit
of holiday time up your sleeve.

Some of you may be aware of a recent CAA safety report on light aircraft accidents and fatalities.
On a pure number basis we are not doing too well. No mention is made of accidents per hour
flown but an accident is an accident and a fatality is a fatality.

Please remember to that RAANZ is a group of people organised with a common objective of
facilitating the safe and affordable operation of recreational aircraft. As such if you are aware of
any area where we can improve or if you have any areas of concern please do not hesitate to
contact me- pres@raanz.org.nz If there is potentially bad news out there | would like to know
before the press or the director do.

Remember also that the National Fly in is being held weekend 7-8 March at Waipukurau. This
event is always well attended and is a highlight of our calendar. Start making those bookings and
getting time off.

Having said all that here is a brief account of one of the more interesting aircraft | have had the
privilege of being allowed to fly.

The Cri Cri arrived in my hangar at Rangiora in
September 2012. My son had seen the aircraft at
Sportavex in Tauranga many years ago and had an
invitation to sit in it. When LBW came on the
market he decided he had to have it.

The design has recently had it’s 40" birthday and is
the brainchild of Michael Columbine, father also of
the Banbi. Both share very similar design concepts,
and when placed side by side are indeed similar.

It is a complex little aircraft with it’s square sided fuselage hiding a lot of intricate bits and pieces
underneath. The aircraft relies on some quite wizzy aerodynamics so does need to be quite
precisely built. This will take some time. | think LBW took around 15 years!

LBW has an empty weight of 87 kilos and a normal MAUW of 190. For aeros the MAUW is 170!
Any added that is not in the drawings could see the empty weight increase quite easily. Fuel load
is 21 litres so there is not a lot left over. The 21 litres does not seem a lot but with the engines
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throttled back to 4900 it has a consumption of 7 litres per hour, that’s total not each, with a cruise
speed of 90 knots. Cruising up to 110 kts is relatively easy with fuel burn increasing quite rapidly.
However after flying straight and level for only a short period the aircraft screams “BORING lets go
yahoo like I’'m designed to do!”

The aircraft is very strong, ultimate loading being +9 -4. The very good roll rate , 180 deg / second,
and generally light controls enable GGG’s to be pulled very easy. The odd quick steep turn and pull
have had me going a little on the dark side.

The control surfaces are all artificially loaded. Elevator
has a significant amount of bungee to load it up and
provide a trimming mechanism. This works very well and - "'—-

pitch wise the aircraft is solid and stable. The rudder has ! m Fi
a small amount of bungee in it, probably could do with .-%
some more as the aircraft's directional stability is neutral

a la some Rans S6 eg JOL. You are on your feet the whole
time. The aileron system has a nifty little trim at the base
of the stick where rubber bands are used to load the
system and are adjustable side to side to provide some
trim. The aileron trim is hardly needed but the loading up
is quite nice. Roll wise the aircraft is probably just stable
but attention is needed as a quick glance inside to check
something can result in the world changing it’s
perspective quite a lot when you look out again. It is an
aircraft you have to fly all the time,which is quite fun
really.

The Cri Cri has a speed range of 40kts (Vs) to 135 (VNE) Vy ( best r ate of climb) 65 kt Vf (max flap )
70kts. Va is 100kts.

The take off roll can sometimes be quite long depending on the length of grass and the hardness of
the soil. Acceleration from the two 15 hp JPX two strokes is minimal until about 40 kts is reached
where we experience sort of a slingshot effect and it is all on. | have not yet done a sealed runway
departure but | suspect it would be remarkably different. Climb out at 70 kts will give around 1000
fpm, normal approach starts out at 60 back to 50 over the fence, The flare has to be quite close to
the ground as any prolonged hold off can result in a sudden stop of flying. Once on the ground the
aircraft with no aerodynamic drag just wants to keep on rolling. The aircraft is certified for most
manoeuvres except snap stuff. Rolls require an entry of 80 kts while any looping needs 130 kts
( very close to VNE ) Nice days only.

The Cri Cri has full span flaperons which account for about 20 % of the total wing area. Take off
setting is about 5 deg and landing around 15 deg, not much but they are extremely effective and
must be lowered or raised very carefully.

The JPX engines are a basic French 210 cc two stroke producing 15 hp with the tuned pipes. The
design is quite old and hp per cc is quite low compared to a modern two stroke, but the counter to
that is that they are very reliable. The engines pull 5000 rpm static and wind up to 5500 rpm
during the climb out. Red line is 6500 rpm. They are fitted with Tillotsen cCarbs, a la chainsaw, and
as such can run upside down. LBW has a full inverted fuel system!



And the big question, what if one stops? The outcome really depends on temperature and
pressure. A very high density altitude will result in maintenance of height ,just, but if things are a
bit lower and cooler then a positive rate of climb is achievable. Climbing on one require close
attention to the best rate of climb speed and getting rid of any flap. A sudden engine failure will
result in quite a bit of easily controllable yaw. Single engine control is achievable down to stall
speed. | generally keep the speed above the best rate of climb speed when operating low level.
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The aircraft is small! Wing spam 4.5 metres and length of 4 metres. Getting in is a bit of an art but
once you are there the cockpit is surprisingly spacious. | thought | may have felt a wee bit insecure
in the aircraft due to it’s size but do date this has not happened. The aircraft’s size and blue and
white paint job, whilst very well done, makes LBW virtually invisible to anyone else. It’s size also
makes the aircraft if seen appear to be further away than it actually is. You have to fly the aircraft
very defensively working on the theory that you wont be seen till quite late.

It has been a pleasure to have access to the CriCri and | look forward to a few more hours in it. |
always thought hang gliding was the purest form of flying but have changed my mind. Cri Cri-ing
wins. LBW is trailerable in about 10 minutes and is booked on the ferry for it’s trip to the National
rally in 7-8 March 2015.

RAANZ 2015 national fly-in

Hosted by Central Hawkes Bay Aero Club
Waipukurau Airfield
March 7-8 2015

Advance notice- more details on our website as planning progresses



Air Safari Navigation Exercise
Pete Mullooly/Opotiki

On Saturday 29th of November a navigation exercise was conducted by the Eastern Bay of Plenty
Aviation club.

The start was from the club apron and first heading was to Matata first turning point then onto the
Rotorua lakes and then turning onto a course across Lake Okataina, Lake Tarawera, Lake
Rotomahana, then a direct course for an overhead at Galatea. then to Anawhenua, then a direct
course to Opotiki for a touch and ago. Leaving Opotiki flying west along the coast to Kohi point,
onto Whale Island then directly over the Whakatane airport.

Observations of several points of interest had to be identified and a question answered. Visibility
was good but conditions a wee bit bumpy due to the westerlies. All the contestants who entered
were thoroughly rapt with this exercise. Following a BBQ de-briefing took place followed by prize
giving. Some small prizes were given out and the overall winner of the Willy Bakker Trophy was
Bevan Monk a student pilot

Thanks to all those who participated. Another of these competitions will be held around May when
the weather is more suitable.

Pauanui Beach New Year Fly-In
3 & 4" January
Resurrecting the popular relaxed, friendly event from summers past. Barbecue Saturday lunch (or
Sunday rain day). Cadge a bed from the locals or pitch a tent on a friendly pilot’s font lawn on the
runway. Limited room for caravans/campers.
Contact Trevor Barrett

07 8252-896 029 847-8478
trevor@allseasonsair.co.nz



Tecnam P92 Defect Report- vertical stabiliser spar
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Adventure, recreation, and private aviation safety update 2014
Joe Dewar/CAA

Attached to this email is a safety bulletin for participants in the adventure, recreation, and private
aviation sectors. The bulletin is based mainly on occurrence data reported to the CAA, as well as
some other sources. It provides an overview of the safety performance of the sector over time,
covering the period from 1995 to 2014. It is being sent to all Part 115 operators, and all Part 149
organisations. It is likely that it will also be sent to aero clubs, where appropriate.

The main purpose of the bulletin is to develop a greater awareness of areas of safety risks in the
sector. To this end, Part 149 organisations are strongly encouraged to forward this bulletin on to
your members.

If you have feedback on the bulletin or ideas for future editions then | am keen to hear these over
the next few weeks/months as this information gets out to operators and pilots.

Have an enjoyable Christmas and New Year and safe flying. Kind regards, Joe.



This bulletin has been prepared by the safety analysis unit of the
CAA, who perform analysis based largely on safety occurrence
reporting. It offers an update on the safety trends in adventure,
recreational and private aviation over zo14. Its objective is to
make sure that all pilots, aircraft owners and operators in the
sector are aware of the safety occurrences in the private and
adventure aviation sector over time, in order for them to
understand the risks that they face over the coming summer
menths, when accidents and major incidents occur much more
frequently. The bulletin offers information on:

& Recreational and adventure aviation activity in New
Zealand; and

& The safety performance record over time.

Adventure, recreation and private aviation in New Zealand

' Right now there are 2,637 PPL holders with an active
medical, and 311 RPL holders with the same.
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which makes up 6% of all aircraft on the register:

On the register right now there 2,303 "sport aircraft’ in NZ,

Adventure,
recreation and
private
aviation

Safety Bulletin

Sector activity
Safety trends since 1995

Risk areas over Summer
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Amateur Built Asroplane 256

Amateur Built Glider

Amateur Built Helicopter

Balloon

Glider

Gyroplane

Hang Glider {in Part 115 operations)

Helicopter

Microlight Class 1

Microlight Class 2

Para Glider fin Part 115 operations)

Parachute
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Total sport aircraft: 2,303

A recent survey conducted for the CAA investigated (amongst
other things) air travellers’ participation in recreational and
adventure aviation in MZ. It also asked about their perceptions
of safety in the sector.

18% of the NZ resident travellers surveyed had undertaken
some kind of recreational aviation before;

13% had sky-dived before;
9% had been gliding before;
5% had flown in a microlight before; and

5% had been paragliding or hang gliding before.




The survey also covered internaticnal travellers to NZ_ 26% of
them had undertaken some form of recreational aviation during
their visit to M.Z. 86% of them reported that they felt
‘extremelyfvery safe and secure’ while doing so. The
information shows that adventure aviation is a major part of the
tourism sector — NZ's second largest industry —with a quarter

of visitors participating in the industry. For the record,
Statistics NZ estimates 2.8 million international tourists visited
in 2014, and each year the number of tourists grows by 4% on
average. The numbers illustrate why the NZ government is
pushing so hard on improving safety in the adventure tourism
industry_ It is very, very important that we have a strong
reputation for operating safely. Unfortunately in the past few
years some major accidents in the aviation sector have
damaged that reputation. The damage ripples throughout the
whele country, and it can be massive. For example, after a 198g
mid-air collisicn in Milford Sound in which 6 Japanese tourists
were killed, Japan issued a travel warning that advised against

travel to New Zealand. The economic damage this is estimated
to have wrought is around 30 million dollars in lost revenue.

The table below shows the share of total accidents by operation
type since 1995, ranked from smallest to largest:

Operation type % of total accidents
Airline Operations - Medium Asroplanes 1%
Airline Operations - Large Aeroplanes 1%
Airline Operations - Helicopter 2%
Airline Operations - Small Aeroplanes 3%
Sport Transport A%
Agrioultural Operations - Helicopter 5%
Private Operations - Helicopter 5%
Other Commercial Operations - Helicopter 7%
Agricultural Operations - Asroplans 8%
Other Commercial Operations - Aeroplane 9%
Private Operations - Aeroplane 13%
Private Operations - Sport A0%

Altogether private aviation operations, in sport aircraft,
aeroplanes, and helicopters account for 58% of total aviation
accidents recorded since 1905,

The table below sets out the share of total aviation fatalities in
accidents since 1995, ranked from smallest to largest share:

Operation type % of total
fatalities
Airline Operations - Large Asroplanss 2%
Agricultural Operations - Helicopter 3%
Airline Operations - Medium Aeroplanss 4%
Agricultural Operations - Aeroplans 5%
Airline Operations - Helicopter 5%
Private Operations - Helicopter B%
Sport Transport 6%
Other Commercial Operations - Asroplane %
Other Commercial Operations - Helicopter %
Airline Operations - Small Aeroplanes 11%
Private Operations - Aeroplane 16%
Private Operations - Sport %

Private operations account for £6% of all fatalities. If the
category of ‘sport transport’ (i.e. adventure aviation) is
incorporated this rises to 52% of all fatalities. Finally, adventure
and recreation accidents account for a total 71% of serious
injuries in NZ aviation since 1ggs.

This bulletin moves now to a more specific examination of
accidents in the adventure and recreation sector. The table
below ranks the share of total accidents in adventure and
recreational aviation by the type of aircraft involved in the
accident:

Aircraft type Total %o of total
accdents accidents
Balloon & o%
Amateur-built helicopter 1 o%
Poverer glider 18 1%
Gyrocopter 15 1%
Microlight — class 1 =11 Y%
Amateur-built asroplans i1 T
Parachute g3 7%
Hang glider qo 7%
Helicopter 110 8%
Glider 125 20%%
Paraglider 132 10%
Microlight — class 2 26 15%
Small aeroplane 317 2%
Grand Total 1301 1o00%

Sothe top three aircraft types in the sector that are involved in
accidents are small aeroplanes, microlights and paragliders.

Below are the ranked shares of total fatalities by aircraft type:

Aircraft type Total %o of total
fatalities fatalities
Amateur-built helicopter o o%

Microlight —class 1 1 1%




Powwver glider 2 1% injuries
Gyrocopter & 2% Amatewr-built helicopter o o
Hang glider & 3% Power glider o o%
Paraglider B 3% Balloon a1 o%
FParachute 10 5% Gyrocopter & 1%
Balloon 14 T Microlight — classa 5 2%
Glider 1g 8% Amateur-built asroplane & 2%
Arnateur-built aesroplane 20 10% Helicopter 17 [
Helicopter 20 10%% Glider 23 8%
Microlight — class 2 28 14% Small aeroplane 26 10%
Small aeroplane &g 35% Micralight — class = 27 10%
Grand Total 155 10:0% Hang glider L5 17%
Parachute 57 17%
Paraglider Fo 26%6
Finally in the adjacent table are the ranked shares of serious Grand Total 71 100%
injuries by aircraft type:
Accidents invelving hang gliders, parachutes, and paragliders
- - make up 61% of the serious injuries incurred in the adventure
Adrcraft type Total serious %4 of total i i
injuries serious and recreation sector since 1995.

Trends over time

Here we examine the accident and injury data for the relevant categories of operation over time. First of all, below are the total
accidents, fatalities and serious injuries in recreational and adventure aviation over time:

Total adventure, recreation and private aviation accidents: the trend over time
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The chart shows that across the sector there is a gradual upward trend in the overall numbers of accidents. In the charts on the next
page you can see the trend for the different types of aircraft that operate in the sector.



Small asroplane accidents over time
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Glider accidents over time
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Membership changes

Fatalities in the sector - the trend over time
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Serious injuries in the sector - the trend over time
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Main points so far

& 4 large amount of New Zealanders, some 10%, participate
in some kind of adventure or recreational activity at least
once in their lifetime.

=& A guarter of international tourists undertake some kind of
adventure or recreational aviation during their visit.

& The sector accounts for 8% of all aviation accidents, 52%
of fatalities and 71%6 of serious injuries.

& The numbers of accidents per year are trending upward,
across most aircraft types.

What about accident rates? We have estimated that the
following accident rates per 100,000 flying hours prevailed for
the 36 months to June 2014 (i.e. 3-year accident rate):

Sport transport (115 ops) 13.9/100,000 hours

Private aeroplane ops 35_3}!103‘030 hours

Private hEliEOl}tEl' aps 25_5{10:]:000 hourg
Private sport ops (excluding
microlights, gliders, and all
other aircraft not required to
report operating statistics).

27.3/100,000 hours

On cperating statistics, it's concerning that reporting rates are
in major decline for the private and recreation sector. Below is
the percentage of returns for each relevant aircraft category for
the 2013 calendar year:

% with statistics return in
2013

Aircraft type




Small aeroplanes 45%% there hasn't been a fatal accident in the sector over those 3
months.

Helicopters 559
Further, based on that same data, at least 5 people will

Sport aeroplanes 38% sustain serious injuries from accidents in the same

Balloons 37% period.

Part 115 hang gliders 8204 Underlying the accidents over the period are the ‘usual
suspects’. Weather conditions are a major factor: in major

Part 115 paragliders cglh accidents, deteriorating or marginal conditions often play a role.
In a huge number of more minor accidents, wind is a factor, be it

Part 115 parachutes 65% encounters with windshear or changes in wind direction. There

are a number of resources available to ensure that you reduce
your risks of getting into trouble with weather conditions. Key
among them are the following GAP boolets:

=& VFR Met
=& Mountain Flying
=& Takeoff and Landing Performance

These are all available at:
http-www caa govt nzfsafety info/good awviation practice ht
m

If you are an individual pilot or aircraft owner, please take the
time to consider these, if you plan to undertake flying over the
next few months. If you are an operator or an organisation/club
in the sector, then please consider ways of promulgating the
information in this bulletin to your members.

The primary purpose of this safety notice is to give you an
overview of the sector as a whole and its safety performance
over time. With this information in mind though, it's pertinent
to turn to the future, particularty the next few months.

Month Total accidents % of total

January 205 16%

February 153 12%

March 138 11%

April 110 %

May B2 5%

June &7 4%

July 66 5%

August &7 5%

September 72 6%

October 107 8% ' Hancy Swarbrick. 'Air crashes - Small aircraft accidents', Te Ara - the
Movember 127 10% Encyclopedia of Hew Zealand, updated 13-Jul-12
December 137 11% URL: http: / fwnsnar. Tedra. govtnzfen/air-crashes /page-4
Grand Total 1301

With 38% of all adventure, recreation and private accidents
occurring in the period of January through to March, it is timely
to consider some of the risks posed. Obviously the increase in
accidents is linked to the increase in activity over this time. But
that is no reason to be complacent. Consider this: based on
the data used to create this report, this sector can
expect to have at least z fatal accidents from Janvary to
March zo1s. In fact since 1995, not one year has passed where



ADVENTURE, RECREATION AND PRIVATE AVIATION SAFETY REPORT - 2014

Fules of Thumb

e f ap tips

QMNH Changes
Fapld decrasees In CNH, edther
aciual or forecas!, mormally mean
strong winds and possibly bad
weathar on the way

Similarly, asignif cant GNH difference
betwean fwo near locations, nomally measns
slreng winds.

Cruising Altitude

A generd rule of thumb is hat
winds at higher altitudes. (700D Feel
or more) are from the westery quarter

In f ne weather:
» Heading south — 1y ow (2600 fest and below ).

This keeps you oul of army strong headwinds,
and you may pack up 2 lallwind.

* Heading north =f ¥ high {as high as airspace,
aircraft, and cloud cover permit).

Pilot Reports
Fliol repons are a vary usetul bul
underutfised report, If you coma
acreas waather that ia differant from
foracest (better or worse) give a

ragomt over the FISCOM fregquency —
you eould Benel  irom anotherds repor
Typically they inalude inform ation on hazardous
condition Fke windshear or turbuance,

Local Winds

Mew Zadand metecrolagy (s strongly
dominated by local wind effects,

for exemple ansbatic winds. uphiil),
katabaiic winds (downhill), sea and lake
breeres, and verkuri effects. Try and
underatend eny effect that anhances 8
katabalic or anabatic wind, Mor exam ple a sea
or lake breess.

Maonitor the surface wind — you neser know when
you mighl need 1o land Inta it

True or Magnetic
Make surs you know which repoms
use degress true, and which uss
megnetic 1o report wind directan,
Anything provided directly by an air
trall ¢ controller will be In magnetic
[ATIS, SFAR or ending report ), everylhing else & in true,

Tem perat ure—Diew Point Split

The tem peralure —dew point
differance |spi1] i an ndication

of the amount of water vagour in
ihe air. When they are the same or
choaa, It normially mesns alther low
chowd, Tog, or precipitation. The smalsr the split,
the lower the cloud base. Pay pariicular attention lale
In the day whan temparstures can drop rapidly,
especialy inwinber

2000 Tt ¥Wind
Tha 2000 foot wind is a good
indicator of the gradient T ow.

A, signif cant difference belween the
surfaca wnd and the 2000 foot wing
can indicale local wind effects,
possible juthdence andior windshear

Forecast Accuracy
A Toracaat s just that — i1 i8 not a
guarates. Apply some common
sense and a margin 12 the forecast
Tre eonditions could be betier ar
worsa than foraoast.

Rain Radar

This rar radar peture seems bo show

rian in Gook Strai, but no, this is sea
spray belng whipped up by the fresh
northely funnslling through the Strail. if the forecest indicales bad weather is on tha way,
Soma of the cdues that idartify this {he is=ue may be one of timing rather than ssverity
phenomenon are the straght edges and Don't plan on arriving ten minutes bafore a forecast
The shwdorw behind Kepiti [sland. change — you could easly gel caught out becausa the

chamge happened 30 minutes early.
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Precautions for Jabiru powered aircraft - CASA Media Release
NOTE- this is an advisory only for NZ pilots. It is not mandatory for NZ at this stage.

The Civil Aviation Safety Authority will place a set of precautionary operating limitations on aircraft
powered by Jabiru engines.

These precautionary limitations follow a high number of Jabiru engine failures and power loss
incidents, some of which resulted in aircraft forced landings. More than 45 Jabiru engine failures
or in-flight engine incidents have been reported in 2014, with CASA recently becoming aware of
incidents in previous years.

Problems with Jabiru engines include failures of through bolts, flywheel bolts and valve train
assemblies, as well as cylinder cracking. The failures affect a range of Jabiru engine models and
have occurred in aircraft used in different flying activities, although many have been reported in
aircraft used for flying training.

CASA is currently working with Jabiru and other stakeholders to identify the causes of the engine
problems and to implement appropriate solutions. Causes being investigated include design and
mechanical issues, how aircraft are flown, and maintenance-related issues.

While this investigative work is ongoing, the precautionary limitations are primarily intended to
reduce risks for people on the ground and trainee pilots flying solo. The limitations also ensure
that trainee pilots flying solo and passengers understand and accept the risk of a Jabiru engine
failure.

The limitations:
* Restrict flights to day time under the visual flight rules

* Require aircraft to be flown so they can at all times glide clear of a populous area

* Require passengers and trainee pilots flying solo to sign a statement saying they are
aware of and accept the risk of an engine failure

* Require trainee pilots to have recently and successfully completed engine failure
exercises before solo flights.

CASA consulted with the aviation community on the Jabiru limitations, receiving more than 630
comments. Many pilots maintained they had the right to accept the risk of engine power loss and
argued that this right should be extended to passengers and trainee pilots. CASA revised the
proposed limitations after taking account of the consultation comments and other relevant
information, and considers that the limitations now to be made appropriately manage the safety
risks.

The full CASA legal document can be viewed here.



http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2014L01806

EASA SID 2014-34: Rotax 912 and 914 series- possible exceedance of temperature limits

This relates to engines with the new cylinder head design with the temperature monitoring point
now being the [lower] CT coolant temperature rather than the [higher] CHT cylinder head
temperature. Gauge limits need to be adjusted to reflect the revised limits.

Applicability:
All BRP-Powertrain 912 A/F/S and 914 F engines with the following serial numbers (S/N):

* 912 AS/Nfrom 4.410.982

* 912 FS/Nfrom 4.413.020

e 912SS/N from 4.924.544

* 914 FS/Nfrom4.421.178
and BRP-Powertrain 912 A/F/S and 914 F engines on which cylinder heads with the following Part
Numbers (P/N) were installed as replacement parts at cylinder position 2 or 3 since 01 January
2013:

* 912 A/F:P/N 413235 or 413236

* 912S:P/N 413185

* 914F:P/N 413235 0r 413236

The reported conditions are the result of an insufficiently communicated engine design change
which altered the engine/aircraft interfaces by substituting the previous cylinder head
temperature (CHT) measurement (limit temperature 135°C/150°C) with a coolant temperature
(CT) measurement (limit temperature 120°C).

This design change is currently not identified by the engine model designation or the engine P/N
but only through the cylinder head P/N and the position of the temperature sensor:

*  CHT measurement ¢ temperature sensor points downward

* CT measurement ¢ temperature sensor points upward

Picture 1 — CHT versus CT measurement

temperatura
Sensor

336 5 temperature

14in.  sensor

Old cylinder head design, CHT measurement Mew cylinder head design, CT measurement

The full document can be viewed here.



http://ad.easa.europa.eu/blob/SIB_201434_task_2014.384%5D_BRP_912_914_Engine_Temperature_Limits.pdf/SIB_2014-34_1

The invasion of the drones

With quadcopters being the Christmas gift of choice, you can expect to see more of these flying
around, and possibly in your airspace. If you do, make an effort to contact the operator and help
them comply with the rules.

There is more to flying your remotely piloted aircraft (RPAS, UAV or drone) than you think!
Please check the CAA RPAS website

As a general guide, you can fly your UAV

In uncontrolled airspace below 400 feet above ground level

During daylight hours

Within visual line of sight (rule part 101.209 meteorological limitations and 101.213 right of
way)

Clear of all manned aircraft, persons & property

Outside of airspace restricted areas

Not within 4km of any aerodrome

If you know the CAA regulations

More tips

Make sure you have read and understood the relevant Civil Aviation Rules, especially Part
101 Model aircraft operating rules

Never operate your aircraft in a manner that creates a hazard to other aircraft or persons or
property (Rule 101.13)

Know how to read a Visual Navigation Chart (VNC). These can be purchased online. Your
local Aero club, certified training instructor, or a friend who is a qualified pilot will be able
to advise on how to read a VNC.

Before you fly, check for all relevant airspace restrictions, e.g. controlled airspace, low
flying zones, danger areas, restricted areas, and military operational areas

Know your responsibilities as pilot-in-command of an aircraft

Abort procedures must be in place in the event of a systems failure — know how your UAV
will behave if a failure occurs

Not within 4 km of any defined area of land or water intended or designed to be used
either wholly or partly for the landing, departure, and surface movement of aircraft e.g.
aerodromes, airfields, heliports

If you cannot see it — it is not safe to fly. Always remain within unaided visual line-of-sight
of your aircraft, unless approved otherwise by the CAA

Contact the CAA
Take a look at the CAA's Flying with Control brochure and if in doubt give the CAA a shout! Call
them on 04 560 9400, or email info@caa.govt.nz


https://www.airshare.co.nz/
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Happy New Year

Bonne Année

Frohes Neues Jahr
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