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RAANZ database upgrade

I  upgraded the RAANZ database over Queen's Birthday weekend to allow me to automate some
more routine processes.  It is possible/likely that in doing so I may have broken some of the
database functions on the website.   If you find a problem, please  let me know so I can fix it.
Thanks.

Technical Log- recording of defects

Many microlights are owned by a club or syndicate and flown by a number of different pilots. It is
important that any defects detected by a pilot are recorded and available to the next pilot or
maintenance person.  Otherwise that information may be lost or overlooked with possible risk to
future flights.

91.201 Safety of aircraft
A pilot-in-command of an aircraft must—

(1)  before  operating  the  aircraft,  be  satisfied  that  the  aircraft  is  airworthy  and  in  a
condition for safe flight, after—

(i) the documents required under rule 91.111 have been inspected; and
(ii) the aircraft has been inspected; and

(2)  during  the  flight,  ensure  the  safe  operation  of  the  aircraft  and  the  safety  of  its
occupants; and
(3) on completion of the inspections required by paragraph (1), and on completion of the
flight,  record  in  the  technical  log  or  other  equivalent  document acceptable  to  the
Director any aircraft defects that are identified by the crew during the inspections and
during the flight.

 
CAA have noticed we do not have this requirement included in our exposition.  We are correcting
that.

The technical log can be as simple as a notebook and pen.  It needs to be robust enough to be fit
for purpose -no loose or removable pages or scraps of paper-  and marked up as 'Technical Log'
with the aircraft registration.   

Part 103.105 removes the requirement that this document be carried in the aircraft, but that was
intended to cover the early microlight aircraft where there was no space or provision for carrying
documents.  Appropriate for  basic open cockpit types, but if practical it makes sense to keep in a
document pocket the aircraft- where you need it.

 Using a Technical Log is simple-

• Pre-flight document inspection.  Review the Technical Log for outstanding defects to help
ascertain the airworthiness of the aircraft.

• Post-inspection and post-flight.  Record any additional defects detected. The entry should
be dated, state the defect and any supporting information, and signed by the pilot.
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• Maintenance time.  Mark the defect as 'cleared' once corrected.  Date, action taken, and
signed.

It is important that the state of any defect is obvious- whether it is OPEN or CLEARED.  If you are
using a notebook, it may be helpful to rule a horizontal line between each defect report, leaving
space for the corrective action to be recorded and the status updated.

For example-
An OPEN defect:

23/5/2019 Left main tyre tread badly worn.   Fred Bloggs.

A CLEARED defect:

23/5/2019 Left main tyre tread badly worn.    Fred Bloggs.

27/5/2019 Tyre replaced. A.Mechanic    CLEARED

...and now for some recreational reading and pics courtesy of Brian Greenwood...









Membership changes
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Michael Adams Coromandel Flying Club Novice FRTO
Samuel Tabak Parakai Aviation Club Novice Joined
Elise McGregor Wairarapa Aero Club Novice Joined
George Pirie Matamata Aero Club Advanced NationalUpgrade
Peter Rix Wairarapa Aero Club Flight Instructor Upgrade
Bruce Turner Mercury Bay Aero Club Novice FRTO
Bruce Anderson Gyrate Flying Club Flight Instructor Upgrade
Hugh Maxwell Wairarapa Aero Club Flight Instructor Joined
Steven WollenweberCanterbury Recreational Aircraft Club Advanced Local Upgrade
Peter Bannister Hawkes Bay and East Coast Aero ClubNovice FRTO
Donald Weaver Canterbury Recreational Aircraft Club Novice FRTO
Liam Wedlake Canterbury Recreational Aircraft Club Novice FRTO
Arthur Warner Gyrate Flying Club Flight Instructor Upgrade
John Field Wairarapa Aero Club Novice Joined
Pietro Zugnoni Canterbury Recreational Aircraft Club Advanced NationalJoined
Graeme Sturgeon Coromandel Flying Club Novice Joined
Christopher Uruski Wairarapa Aero Club Novice FRTO
John Camp Canterbury Recreational Aircraft Club Novice FRTO
John Stokes Parakai Aviation Club Novice Joined
Lloyd Bonnar Gore Aero Club Novice Joined
Nathan Gunn Fiordland Aero Club Novice Joined
Zane Lee Canterbury Recreational Aircraft Club Novice Joined
Mark Cummins Canterbury Recreational Aircraft Club Novice FRTO
David Stuart Feilding Flying Club Novice Joined
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